
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING OF NEWTON & NOSS PARISH COUNCIL

 Held on 12 May 2011
	PRESENT
	Cllr Cooper
	Mr. Tubb
	Mr. Hussell
	Mr. Carter
	Mr. Gough

	Mr. Taylor
	Mr. Matthews
	
	
	
	

	 ALSO

PRESENT
	Mr. John Young
	
	
	
	Mrs. McDonough

(Clerk)  

	
	  17 parishioners were present for part of the Meeting


Mr. John Young chaired the Meeting for the election of the new Chairman. Mr. Young addressed the Meeting expressing his disillusionment with what he had considered to be friendly and welcoming villages, following the decision by the Vicar to leave the Parish and efforts by a small group of people to derail the Parish Council’s efforts to provide affordable housing. He wished to thank his fellow Councillors for their hard work, knowledge, humour, honesty, good sense and support over the past three years. 
127/11 ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN AND SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE- RESOLVED: Mrs. Suzie Cooper was elected as Chairperson of the Parish Council to serve until May 2012. Mrs Cooper signed the declaration of Acceptance of Office. (Vote; Unanimous)

128/11 ELECTION OF THE VICE CHAIRMAN AND SIGNING OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE- RESOLVED: Mr. Alan Cooper was elected as Vice Chairman of the Parish Council to serve until May 2012. It was agreed the Clerk would take his declaration of Acceptance of Office before the next Meeting. (Vote; Unanimous)
 A presentation was then made to Mr. John Young by Mr. Matthews who offered sincere thanks for his work as Chairman. Mr. Young had done an excellent job and shown considerable moral courage.
129/11 DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE AND UNDERTAKING TO OBSERVE THE AUTHORITY’S CODE OF CONDUCT- the Clerk received the declaration of acceptance of office and undertakings from the Parish Council Members having already received the Vice Chairman’s declaration.

OPEN FORUM
Police Matters- there was no police report. 

Village Housing Initiative- a parishioner advised that whilst she was not opposed to affordable housing for the parish, she was concerned about the design. The parishioner suggested that the village did not know about the different sets of plans in respect of which there should have been open debate.

130/11   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – apologies for absence were noted from Mr. Cooper.

131/11 MINUTES –The Minutes of the 14 April Meeting were confirmed and signed as a correct record.
.  
132/11 INTERESTS TO BE DECLARED - Members were invited to declare interests in the items for discussion during the course of the Meeting. Mr. Carter and Mr.Tubb declared interests in respect of the grant application made for the Regatta Fireworks by virtue of being on the Regatta Committee.
133/11 PROPOSAL TO VARY THE AGENDA – 
RESOLVED: that items relating to consideration of quotations for hand rails for the Donkey Path should be considered in Committee. (Vote: Unanimous)
134/11   COUNTY and DISTRICT COUNCILS 

134.1 County Councillor’s Report-Cllr. Mumford had sent apologies. He was attending another Parish Council’s Annual Meeting. 

134.2 Public Transport- Cllr. Mumford had reported that the changes to the No 94 bus timetable providing for a 1740 rather than 1720 journey were now in place. Work on the bigger changes would take some time. 
134.3 Collaton-Butts Park Link – the Clerk had been pressing the contractor for a quotation for further work for fencing infill and latches. The Parish Council’s part of the Transfer Deed in relation to the verge outside 1 Butts Park had been signed by the Chairman and Vice Chairman and sent to Devon County Council’s Legal Department together with the consideration and  Land Registry fee. Confirmation of completion was awaited.
134.4 District Councillor’s Report –The Chairman advised that Development Control had a new enforcement officer. Planning application fees were being increased with particular reference to retrospective planning applications which were set to quadruple.
134.5 Village Housing Initiative- it was agreed that the notes of the Design Workshop Meeting on 5 April 2011 together with Tor Homes Information Sheet regarding site constraints should be put on the Parish Council web site. Correspondence received from parishioners regarding the design of the project and self build options was considered. One parishioner had made reference to visiting another village with a similar project on behalf of the CPRE and had made comparisons between the two. A Council Member suggested finding out which village was being referred. Mr. Robin Hogg, Chairman of Devon CPRE, advised that the parishioner concerned had not been sent to any village for this purpose on behalf of the CPRE. It was agreed Mr. Matthews would prepare individual responses to the letters received and circulate to the Council.
134.6 Noss Play Park- Mrs. Hinchliffe had reported that queries raised with respect to Stage 2 of the Community Spaces Grant application had been dealt with and determination was awaited. A response from SHDC regarding the play park fencing was still awaited. The Chairman advised that she would speak with the relevant department. 

134.7 Allotments- the possibility of allotments utilising part of the Butts Park playing field was discussed. It was suggested another landowner may be prepared to make land available .It was agreed to set up a meeting to update the  allotment group.
135/11 PLANNING
Applications received – 

4 Beacon Hill 37/0987/11/F- Householder application for demolition of existing garage and erection of new garage with music room over. The Chairman and Mr. Taylor had undertaken a site visit. DECISION: No objection. (Vote: 6 in favour, 1 abstention)
136/11   ADMINISTRATION

136.1End of Year Accounts-

i) The year end check had been performed by Mrs. Hinchliffe, Mr. Carter and the former Chairman Mr. John Young. The accounts had been circulated and received by the Council. The accounts and supporting papers were due to go to the internal auditor on 26 May for audit on 27 May. RESOLVED: To approve the accounts following the annual review and subject to the internal audit (Vote: Unanimous)
ii) The Statement of Accounts and Annual return had been received by the Council. RESOLVED: To agree the Annual Return in accordance with the figures prepared by the RFO and approved by the Accounts inspections Working Group. The Chairperson and the RFO were authorised to sign the Annual Governance statement and Statement of Accounts for submission to the Auditors by 20 June 2011. (Vote; Unanimous)

iii) RESOLVED: To authorise the Clerk and the Chairman to make any amendments to the accounts , statement of accounts or Part 2 of the Annual Return if necessary following the internal audit. (Vote; Unanimous)
136.2 Elections – Members expressed disappointment regarding the results of the uncontested election and the resulting four vacancies. Many other Parish Councils had had similar uncontested elections. It was agreed Mr. Matthews would prepare a draft brief and advertisement for the vacancies. The Clerk would clarify matters relating to timescale and qualification with SHDC Electoral Services. Agenda 26 May
136.3 Members’ Responsibilities –the list for the forthcoming year to April 2012 was reviewed. A number of categories were removed as unnecessary. It was agreed the Vice Chairman would replace Mr. Young as representative for the WIC Hall. Mr. Gough and Mr. Hussell would replace Mr. Stitson on the Allotments Group. Mr. Gough would join the Risk Assessment Working Group and the Chairman would become the Newton & Noss Network representative.
i) RESOLVED: To co opt Mrs. Sue Hinchliffe to the Play Areas working group. (Vote: Unanimous) The Clerk would clarify whether this would be for both Butts Park and Noss Mayo, or Noss Mayo solely.
ii) Mr. John Young would consider whether he wished to be co opted on to the Sports Pavilion Working Group.

iii) RESOLVED: To co opt Mr. Peter Stitson as Parish Council representative for Newton and Noss Village Hall.
iv) It was agreed to ask Mrs. Hinchliffe whether she would be prepared to be co opted on to the Accounts Inspection working group.

v) RESOLVED: To co opt Mrs. Gill Taylor onto the Footpaths/Guide and Seats working group. (Vote: Unanimous)
vi) RESOLVED: To co opt Mrs Susannah Bradley onto the Trees working group. (Vote: Unanimous)
vii) It was agreed Mr. John Allen, Mrs. Denise Marchant and Mr. Don Taylor should be co opted as the contact to the DCC Lengthsman, as representative on the SHDC Design Panel and Collaton Liaison respectively. 

viii) It was agreed that Mr. Matthews and Mr. Gough would form a working group to investigate the possible transfer of SHDC land assets to the Parish Council. The Vice Chairman would also be invited to join the group.

ix)Village/Design Statement/Extension of Conservation Area/Listed Buildings- it was agreed that the formation, scope and focus for a possible working group would be considered at the next planning meeting . Agenda 26 May
136.4 Financial Risk Assessment Review- the annual consideration of financial risk had been undertaken by the RFO, Mrs. Hinchliffe and Mr. Matthews and circulated to the Members. RESOLVED: To approve the Financial Risk Assessment. (Vote; Unanimous)
136.5 Insurance –a review of the insurance cover had been undertaken by the Risk Assessments working group. RESOLVED: to approve the insurance arrangements and to authorise payment of the premium payable (£1031.18). (Vote; Unanimous)
136.6 Clerk’s Employment- RESOLVED: to consider matters relating to the Clerk’s employment in committee Vote: Unanimous).                                                         
136.7 Bank Accounts-RESOLVED: Mr. Gough and Mr. Carter would become new signatories to the Parish Council Bank accounts replacing Mr. Stitson and Mrs. Hinchliffe who would be removed as signatories. 

136.8 DALC- Members had no nomination to make for a representative to the DALC County Committee for 2011-2015 
136.9 Precept- the response from SHDC following the request to clarify why Council Tax Bills showed the Parish precept to have risen by 2% when there had been no rise was reported. There were 2 elements to calculating the Council Tax;

1. The Precept- unchanged at £39245.

2. The effective number of properties that council tax can be collected from i.e. the tax base.

The precept was divided by the tax base. Variances in the tax base figure caused variance in the tax figure due.
137/11 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
137.1    Devon Conservation Forum- no members were available to attend the AGM on Tuesday 17 May. The Trustees’ proposal for dissolution was noted.

137.2 Western Power Distribution- it was not considered relevant to attend the stakeholder workshop on future investment plans.
138/11 MAINTENANCE
138.1 Noss Hard- Mr. Buckland had reported that the contractor was unable to start work before week commencing 6 June. It was agreed in accordance with Mr. Buckland’s recommendation to postpone work until late September/October to minimise disruption. It was agreed that Mr. Tubb would approach the landlords of “The Ship” to see whether they would be prepared to make a contribution towards the resurfacing costs.

 138.2 Parish Notice boards- RESOLVED; to authorise payment of the invoice for refurbishment.(Vote: Unanimous).Mr. John Young had advised that he may be prepared to make the Parish notice board signs but was waiting for details of the costs of the equipment. Agenda June
138.3 Routine Spring Maintenance- The Parish Council agreed that maintenance would not be carried out at Broken Way. Mr. Carter and Mr. Taylor would look at Noss Hard and other areas following which the Clerk would obtain quotations for the tidying of the areas. The invoice for maintenance work for the Doctor’s Steps and Leas/Cinder Path was awaited.
138.4 Public Tap Pillory Hill- the Clerk had arranged for emergency repairs to the leaking tap. An invoice was awaited.
138.5 Wall near the Malthouses- the invoice for repairs was awaited.

138.6 Other areas for consideration-there were no other areas reported.
139/11 FOOTPATHS

139.1Definitive Map Review-Mr. Taylor reported that the review was ongoing. Further evidence of use could be required. Forms to the relevant landowners had been sent out. Mr. Taylor was completing the forms on behalf of the Parish Council both in capacity as landowner and in respect of Common Land. .

139.2Devon Tithe Map Project and Tithe Apportionment Transcription by volunteers- Mr. Taylor had been to see the DCC archivist in Exeter. A piece would be put in the Parish Magazine seeking a volunteer to transcribe the 1840 apportionments for the Parish. 

139.3 Public Sector Mapping Agreement- RESOLVED: to authorise application for a PSMA Licence following licensing changes. (Vote: Unanimous)
139.4 Footpath Inspection- Mr. Taylor reported that he would be passing over forms for the 25th Annual Footpath Inspection. It was agreed that the Clerk would put a notice in a subsequent edition of the Parish Magazine advising of contact details if anything was amiss whilst out walking on the Parish footpaths.
140/11 GRANT REQUESTS-
Mr. Tubb left the Meeting.

140.1Regatta Fireworks- RESOLVED: to make a contribution of £50 by means of financial assistance for the Regatta Fireworks. (Vote: Unanimous)
Mr. Tubb returned to the Meeting.
140.2 Yealm Guides- the organisers had provided further and better particulars of the startup costs, running costs, venue and numbers following their grant request. RESOLVED: to make a contribution of £100 by means of financial assistance for the start up costs for the 1st Yealm Guides. (Vote: Unanimous)

141/11    MEETINGS ATTENDED:   
141.1  Harbour Authority- Mr. Carter advised that the Chairman and Vice Chairman had been re elected. There had been a short AGM attended by six parishioners. The accounts had been signed. Mr.Hussell referred to approximately 17 boats between the Brook and International paints which had no covers for their propellers.
141.2   RYDA AGM- the Chairman and Mr. Gough had attended. Between 50- 60 people had been in attendance. The Chairman had given a presentation on the Affordable Housing project in respect of which a neighbouring resident and a representative from the U3A Environment Group raised some points. An update had been given on the path running from Lower Court Road to Yealm Road.
142/11 AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS – Cheque payments were authorised and signed in accordance with the schedule prepared by the Clerk, checked by  Mr.  Hussell and listed in Minute 143/11.
143/11 FINANCIAL SUMMARY  

Alliance & Leicester Current Account   :                                Total balance at 1.5.11                            £75642.39
The balance includes: Hedge Cutting Bond                                                                                                 £3000
                                      Grant monies held for Play Park Improvement                                                     £17015 
                                      Half year Precept                                                                                                 £19622.50                                                                                                                          
The following cheques were authorised totalling:                                                                                   £2957.60
	Chq No
	PAYEE
	    DETAIL
	
	
	
	
	AMOUNT

	1299
	WIC Hall
	Hire NNPC Meeting 12 May 2011
	
	
	£20.00

	1300
	WIC Hall
	Hire NNPC Meeting 26 May 2011
	
	
	£20.00

	1301
	J Allen
	Cleaning: Noss Voss & Popes Quay April 11
	
	£47.00

	1302
	M. Hingston
	Cleaning: Newton Voss & steps April 2011
	
	£82.00

	1303
	S. McDonough
	Net salary-April
	
	
	
	
	£965.02

	1304
	D Goodchild
	Grass cutting: The Green-7 & 21 April 11
	
	
	
	
	£32.00

	1305
	J. Shepherd
	Parish &Parish Council notice boards refurbishment
	£612.00

	1306
	Broker Network Ltd
	Parish Council Insurance 1/6/11- 31/5/12
	
	£1,031.18

	1307
	Ricoh Capital Ltd
	Photocopier lease:1 May- 31July 11
	
	£148.40

	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	£2,957.60

	
	*Section 137 Local Government Act 1972 payments: Nil
	
	

	
	Total to date: Nil
	
	
	
	
	
	


In Committee
144/11HANDRAILS-. It was agreed to put the matter back to the Meeting in June.
145/11 CLERKS EMPLOYMENT- it was agreed that the working group would meet to review the Clerks Contract of Employment.

The Meeting closed at 9 pm          
4/12May2011……………………………………………………………….Chairman


