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Newton Ferrers and Noss Mayo  

Footpath Guide 2021 v6 Interim 
 

 

 

Published by Newton and Noss Parish Council 

 

Please note that the status of the paths which are greyed out are currently under review.  

A new version of this booklet will be issued once the status of each has been clarified. 

 

 

Introduction 
 

Would you believe that in addition to the 21 miles of County roads, there are over 60 footpaths 

within the Parish of Newton and Noss? They vary in length from just 10 metres in the case of the 

Boathouse Steps at Kiln Quay, to the 11 kilometres of the Revelstoke or Nine Mile Drive.  

 

This document has been written to make sure that all paths have been properly recorded, to help 

the Council in its monitoring and maintenance programme, and to assist local people to enjoy the 

area. In this matter the Council continues to be very appreciative of the excellent partnership it has 

with:  

 Devon County Council,  

 The National Trust,  

 The Woodland Trust,  

 The R.Y.D.A,  

 Land and property owners, 

 And the many volunteers. 

 

Access is constantly being improved by Devon County Council as funds permit. Please note that 

some paths are accessed via styles, and these are normally noted within the path description. 

 

The path descriptions are followed by a set of 10 walks. When you have done them all you will have 

visited every corner of the Parish. We have included some items of historical and environmental 

interest, which we hope will add to your learning a little more about Newton and Noss. We hope you 

enjoy using this revised edition of the guide. 

 

Maps 
 

We suggest that you use the Ordnance Survey 1:25 000 maps with this guide. ‘Outdoor Leisure Map 

20: South Devon, Brixham to Newton Ferrers’ is excellent value and covers the whole Parish. 

 

Acknowledgements 
 

We dedicate this guide to the memory of Sidney Taylor, who first inspired our interest in the paths 

of Newton and Noss. The work was subsequently carried on by Tommy and Gill Taylor, with the 

support of the Newton and Noss Parish Council. 

 

Gathering historical information was always interesting and we greatly appreciated and enjoyed our 

conversations with Jack Crocker of Noss Mayo, and the late Edgar Foster, Jim Gingell (both of 

Newton Ferrers) and Mr. H. G. Wright of Holbeton.  
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We would like to thank the Parish Council for their continued support and encouragement in writing 

this guide and in particular Jeannie Woodcock for being our proof reader. Tineke Endicott processed 

the original copy and Rosie Taylor designed the cover - many thanks to both. 

 

The booklet was brought up to date in 2021 by Tom and Gill Taylor, and Tony Tubb, and then 

converted to digital form and updated by Carrie Story. Many thanks to all. 

 

In 2021 the copyright of this document was assigned to the Newton and Noss Parish Council by 

Tommy Taylor. The Parish Council now own this booklet, and it is available for free download from 

the Newton and Noss Parish Council website:  http://www.newtonandnoss-pc.gov.uk/ , or from the 

Newton and Noss Parish Clerk (email: clerk@newtonandnoss-pc.gov.uk ) 

  

Notes about following The Country Code 
 

Please help us look after and respect our local environment by keeping to these common sense 

guidelines: 

 

 Enjoy the countryside and respect its life and work.   

 

 Guard against all risk of fire. Fasten all gates.  

 

 Keep your dogs under close control.  

 

 Keep to public paths across farmland.  

 

 Use gates and stiles to cross fences, hedges and walls.  

 

 Leave livestock, crops and machinery alone.  

 

 Take your litter home.  

 

 Help to keep all water clean.  

 

 Protect wildlife, plants and trees.  

 

 Take special care on country roads.  

 

 Make no unnecessary noise.  

 

Thank you! 
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Section 1 - Definitive Footpaths 
 

Footpath 1 Name: - The Pathficlds       Map reference 

From: Bridgend Hill           553481 

To: Riverside Road East          551479 

Description: - This route is in part. a road that is also used as a path. It starts on Bridgend Hill and 

follows the route of Yealm View Road. At the lower end it becomes a metalled path with railings that 

follows the top of the river cliff. It finishes at the cottage called 'End of the Strand' on Riverside Road 

East. 

 

Notes: - The original field name was Cliff Park. 

Length of path: - approx. 350 metres. 

 

Footpath 2 Name: - Church Park      Map reference 

From: 83186 (Yealm Road) at junction with Church Park 55048]To: Bridgend Hill  553481 

Description:- The route is in part a road that is also used as a path. It starts on the 33186 (Yealm 

Road) on the bend at the junction with Church Park. It follows Church Park passing through the 

remains of an iron kissing gate and then along Church Park Road until its junction with Bridgend Hill. 

 

Length of path: - Approx. 300 metres. 

 

Footpath 4 Name: - Widey       Map reference 

From: UCR239 opposite the entrance to Newton Downs     557492 

To: The B3186 (Yealmpton to Newton Ferrers road) at Widey Cross    559490 

Description: - The footpath starts with steps up and over a Devon bank and then follows the 

hedgerow across two fields to emerge at Widey Cross. 

 

Notes: - You can catch sight of the 'Kitley River’ at the mouth of ShallowfordCreek from the Newton 

Downs end of the path. 

Length of path: - Approx. 320 metres. 

 

Footpath 3 Name: - Wrescombe       Mag reference 

From: UCR 239 near Wrescombe Farm 566501To: UCR Puslinch Hill _    567504 

Description: - The footpath begins at a stile and crosses a field in a NNE direction to a gate in the 

hedge. It then climbs a second field in the same direction emerging onto Puslinch Hill.  

 

Notes: - The original field name was The Pathfield. 

Length of Path: - Approx. 380 metres. 

 

Footpath 6 Name: - The Parish Path or Newton Churchyard    Map reference 

From: 33186 Yealm Road         550482 

To: Court Road 

Description: - This short tarmac path has iron kissing gates at either end. It crosses the churchyard to 

the East of Holy Cross Church. 

 

Length of path: - Approx. 75 metres. 

 

Footpath 7 Name: - The Voss       Map reference 

From: Riverside Road West         549479 

To: UCR 253 at the Swan Inn         549478 

Description: - Leaving Riverside Road West at a point below the Pharmacy, the path descends a flight 

of steps to the foreshore, and crosses Newton Creek via a concrete causeway known as The Voss. It 
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follows the eastern edge of Mass Creek and ends with a flight of steps leading up onto UCR 253 

opposite the Swan Inn. 

 

Notes: - This is a tidal path and at its mid-point is the lowest point of the footpath network in the 

parish. The bricks that form the steps at either end are worthy of preservation. 

Length of path: - Approx. 300 metres. 

 

Footpath 9 Name: - Gnaton        Map reference 

From: UCR 368 near Lolesbury.         582501 

To: UCR Preston Road          580489 

Description: - This footpath starts at a stone stile and runs in a southerly direction across a field to a 

waymark post found on the prominent corner of a hedge. It then follows a SSE direction along the 

hedgerow between two fields to an aligned finger post. The path descends across a field to a 

pedestrian gate in a wire fence, before dropping to cross the stream via a wooden bridge to a 

substantial stone stile at the boundary of the wood. It then climbs in a SSW direction through the 

established wood and a more recent plantation to emerge in a pasture field via a wooden stile. The 

path takes a SW direction across the field to a wooden field gate, then follows a SSW route across 

the final field before emerging onto Preston Road via two wooden stiles. 

 

Notes: - There are superb views across South Hams towards Dartmoor, and down the valley towards 

Newton and N055. 

Length of path: - Approx.1.5 kilometres 

 

Footpath 11 Name: - Hingston's Path      Map reference 

From: UCR 245 Widey Lane         558483 

To: UCR 236 Clanicombe Bottoms        560484 

Description: - This footpath begins with a stile in the hedge at a bend in theroad, at the bottom of 

the hill. It follows the hedgerow up to the top of the field and then descends following the same 

hedgerow until it emerges onto the road via a wooden gate. 

Length of path: - Approx. 350 metres. 

 

Footpath 13 film: - Cinders Path or The Leas Path    Map reference 

From: Riverside Road West at Kiln Quay       545478 

To: Yealm Road          542480 

Description: - Starting at a junction with Riverside Road West the path follows a route between 

fences high up above Newton Creek until it emerges on to Yealm Road. 

 

Notes: - There are superb views of Newton Creek and The Pool from this path. 

Length of path: - Approx. 500 metres. 

 

Footpath 14 Name: - The Doctor's Steps or Scratchface    Map reference 

From: Junction with Footpath 13        545479 

To: Yealm Road 

Description: - This short footpath ascends a flight of steps providing direct access to Yealm Road. 

Length of path: - Approx. 50 metres. 

 

Footpath 15 Name: - The Boathouse Steps     Map reference 

From: Riverside Road West         546478  

To: The foreshore at The Boathouse 

Description: - This very short footpath begins at an iron gate at road level and descends 25 steps to 

the foreshore. 

 

Notes: - The steps are a very fine example of brickwork. 
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Length of path: - 10 metres. 

 

Footpath 16 Name: - The Yealm Steps      Map reference 

From: Yealm Road          540480  

To: The Quay at the Pool 

Description: - This short footpath leaves the road in front of the Yealm Hotel and descends a flight of 

stone steps with an iron railing to the quay below. 

Notes: - The two wooden benches on the quay at the bottom of the steps provide an excellent to sit 

and watch the hive of boating activity on The Pool. A seasonal ferry operates from here across The 

Pool linking Newton and Noss with the Wembury section of the South Devon Coastal Footpath. 

 

Length of path: - 12 metres. 

 

Footpath 17 Name: - Behind The Yealm Hotel     Map reference 

From: Yealm Road          539481 

To: Junction with Footpath 18 on Lower Court Road 

Description: - This footpath leaves Yealm Road next to the bus turning bay and climbs up behind the 

Yealm Hotel until it comes out onto Lower Court Road (Footpath 18). 

 

Length of path: - Approx. 350 metres. 

 

Footpath 18 Name: — Lower Court Road     Map reference 

From: Court Road          543481 

To: Junction with Footpath 41 (Yealm Road to Shallowford Creek) next to ‘Menryn'  541486 

Description: - This footpath follows the course of Lower Court Road. From behind 'Casa Del Rio' its 

route runs into Court Wood and finally descends via a flight of steps to its junction with Footpath 41. 

 

Length of path: - Approx. 700 metres. 

 

Footpath 19 Name: - Big Slip       Map reference 

From: Riverside Road East         550479  

To: The foreshore 

Description: - This short footpath leaves Riverside Road East as a metalled road with a wall and iron 

railing and descends to the foreshore. 

 

Notes: - Good views of Newton Creek. 

Length of path: - 60 metres. 

 

Footpath 20 Name: - Noss Voss       Map reference 

From: UCR 253 opposite Voss Cottage        548477  

To: UCR Z55 Passage Road 

Description: - This is a tidal footpath and begins by descending a flight of steps from the road 

between stone walls to the foreshore. Here, it crosses Noss Creek via a concrete causeway known as 

Noss V055 and then ascends a flight of granite steps to Passage Road. 

 

Notes: - This path links Uptown on the eastern side, with Downpoint on the western side of Noss 

Creek. 

Length of path: - Approx. 100 metres. 

 

Footpath 21 Name: - The Coffin Path or Hangman's Hill    Map reference 

From: Stoke Road adjacent to Rowden House       557471 

To: Stoke Road behind Bridgend Quay        554480 
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Description: -This footpath begins at a gateway and stile off Stoke Road. The finger post indicates the 

direction of the path across three fields (approx. NNW) There is a waymark post in the third field. At 

the end of this field the path enters an area of rough pasture and blackthorn. It runs between dense 

hedges of blackthorn before finally descending a rough track to emerge onto a tarmac Private 

Accommodation Road that leads to Stoke Road behind Bridgend Quay. 

Notes: - This path was an ancient route from Bridgend to Stoke Church. It has wide ranging views 

across the valley. 

 

Length of path: — Approx. 1200 metres 

 

Footpath 22 Name: - Axsmith's Hill      Map reference 

From: Stoke Road adjacent to the entrance of the former Revelstoke Rectory   551472  

To: UCR 253 Middlecombe Lane       550472 

Description: - This footpath leaves Stoke Road via an iron kissing gate and three stone steps, then it 

descends through a posture field in a westerly direction. Its clearly defined route then bears to the 

NW and continues to descend through a wooded area with a fence on one side. It follows the upper 

edge of a small field before descending through woodland with periodic steps, to emerge finally on 

to Middlecombe Lane via an iron kissing gate and steps with a railing. 

 

Length of path: - Approx. 250 metres. 

 

Footpath 24 Name: - Hannaford       Map reference 

From: UCR 254 Coombe Lane at Hillside Cottages      546473 

To: UCR 250 Worswell Road         541466 

Description: - This footpath begins below Hillside Cottages and follows a Private Accommodation 

Road known as Hannaford Lane for approximately 500 metres. The track continues to climb through 

a field between a hedge and a wire fence, and passes close to Hannaford Cottages (Little Worswell) 

between two wire fences. The path continues to follow the route of the Private Accommodation 

Road of Hannaford Cottages climbing steeply then levelling before emerging on the Worswell Road. 

Notes: - This path can form a link between Noss Mayo and the South Devon Coastal Footpath, and is 

signed from the car park at the tennis courts in Coombe Lane. 

 

Length of path: - Approx. 1300 metres 

 

Footpath 25 Name: - The Warren       Map reference 

From: UCR 250 Worswell Road         541466 

To: Junction with Footpath 28         538465 

Description: - This footpath begins at The Warren Car Park (National Trust) and follows a well made 

track in a SW direction to The Warren Wall where there is a gate and a stile. It levels out and 

continues in a westerly direction until its junction with Path 28 (Note the waymark post says to 

Blackstone Point). 

Notes: - The Warren Wall prevented the reared rabbits from encroaching on the crops. A golf course 

was partially constructed in the field to the south of The Warren Wall but was abandoned a long 

time ago. 

 

Length of path: - Approx. 500 metres. 

 

Footpath 26 Name: - Coombe Down       Map reference 

From: UCR 254 Coombe Down Hill        545475 

To: UCR 250 Worswell Road         537471 

Description: - This footpath begins at the end of a sunken lane (Coombe Down Hill) close to the 

television mast, and follows the route of a concrete track passing through field gates until it reaches 
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an unmade track between hedges. It emerges on to Worswell Road at the entrance to Worswell 

Barton. 

Notes: - From this path there are fantastic panoramic views of the estuary, the villages, and across 

the South Hams towards Dartmoor. It has a junction with a National Trust path at Piece Plantation, 

which forms a short, steep link with Footpath 28 below. 

 

Length of path: - Approx. 1250 metres 

 

Footpath 27 Name: - Cellars        Map reference 

From: Junction with Footpath 28        533477 

To: Old Cellars Beach          531476 

Description: - Leaving Footpath 28 opposite Battery Cottage the path follows a well defined but at 

times fairly steep route with periodic steps to emerge on Old Cellars Beach. 

Notes: - The path passes behind the leading mark for navigation into the estuary. It has fantastic 

views of the immediate entrance to the river and The Mewstone in Wembury Bay. Note the final 

steps hewn from the solid rock above the beach. 

 

Length of path: - Approx. 300 metres. 

 

Footpath 28 Name: - The Nine Mile Drive or The Revelstoke Drive  Map reference 

From: Junction with UCR 255 Passage Road       540476 

To: The County Road at Eastern Lodge        576472 

Description: - Starting at its junction with Passage Road by the small car park(5 spaces) opposite 

Kilpatrick's Steps, the path's route is a track through Passage Wood past Battery and the former 

Coastguard Cottages. It passes through a gate and continues on the level through Brakehill 

Plantation to emerge via a gate/wooden stile onto the Warren.  

 

It climbs in a westerly direction to round the headland above Mouthstone and Gara Points and then 

continues in a level SE direction parallel to the coast above Quarry Cove, and the West Hollicombes 

to Warren Cottage where the track passes through two field gates marked 'Private'. At this stage it 

turns to the south to round Blackstone Point. At the junction with Footpath 25 it begins to descend 

and crosses a stile to pass above the East Hollicombes and levels once again to pass above Hilsea 

Point on route to Gunrow Signal Station.  

 

Here it descends to a point above bunny Cove and contours above Snellings Down before 

descending again and skirting above Netton Down to its junction with the National Trust path from 

Stoke Point car park to the landward side, and Footpath 32 to the seaward side above Swale Cove. It 

rounds Stoke Point and enters Century Wood via a gate. It follows a level course parallel to the coast 

passing above the remains of the church of St. Peter the Poor Fisherman and the caravan park to 

emerge via another gate to cross UCR251 above Stoke House.  

 

The clearly defined track, which passes through gates begins to climb towards Beacon Hill where it 

passes below the ruins of the Tea House to the junction with Footpath 40. Here the path swings to 

the north and after 350 metres it reaches a stile, which gives access to the County Road at the Tea 

House junction. The path finally curves to the east and descends along the hedgerow for 

approximately 250 metres to exit onto the County Road opposite the entrance to Eastern Lodge. 

 

Notes: - This path is the longest in the village. It is a unique part of the South Devon Coastal Path, as 

it was built as a private carriage drive by Lord Revelstoke. During a hard winter in the 1880's Lord 

Revelstoke ordered that the drive should be widened by a foot, as a way of providing badly needed 

employment in a time of economic hardship. It is called The Nine Mile Drive because the complete 

circular route from the former Membland Hall through Noss Mayo, along this path and returning to 

the Hall, measured nine miles. Look out for a marker stone in the wall between Bridgend and the 
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Malthouse with an 8 on one side and a 1 on the other. It offers far reaching and dramatic views of 

the South Devon coast - The Eddystone Lighthouse, across Plymouth Sound and down the Cornish 

coast as far as The Lizard on a clear day. Co-operation between the AONB (formerly The Coast and 

Countryside Service), the National Trust and P&SD Co-op (the former owners of the caravan park) 

has achieved improved access along Footpath 25 and 28 to Warren Cottage and between Stoke 

visitor's car park and Stoke Point. 

 

Length of path: - 11 kilometres. 

 

Footpath 29 Name: - Stoke Beach       Map reference  

From: Stoke House          562467 

To: Stoke Beach          567466 

Description: - Starting at its junction with Footpath 28 above Stoke House the path follows the 

course of the metalled service road of the caravan park for approximately 260 metres to a waymark 

arrow at the junction with Footpath 30. From this point the surfaced path follows an ENE direction 

across the caravan park. On the far side of the park the path is unmade and eventually terminates 

with an iron ladder with a handrail, which leads down to Stoke Beach at Row Cove. 

 

Length of path: - Approx. 600 metres. 

 

Footpath 30 Name: - Stoke Church       Map reference  

From: Junction with Footpath 29        564464 

To: Become Footpath 32 

Description: - The path begins at a waymark post. It follows the course of the metalled caravan park 

service road for 200 metres. It passes the public telephone box and an electricity sub-station and 

then becomes Footpath 32, at a point aligned with the SW corner of the churchyard of St. Peter the 

Poor Fisherman. 

 

Notes: - The church of St. Peter the Poor Fisherman was the parish church for Noss Mayo 

(Revelstoke) until a storm blew the roof off in the last century. Lord Revelstoke financed the building 

of a new church in the village of Noss Mayo. St Peter the Poor Fisherman is preserved as a 

redundant church but occasional services are held there throughout the year including the annual 

Regatta service.  

 

The ashes of Kate Greenwood, a resident of Noss Mayo, who dedicated the last years of her life to 

raising money for Enterprise Neptune (The National Trust's fund-raising campaign to purchase 

stretches of significant coastal land around Britain) are interred in the church. 

 

Length of path: - Approx. 200 metres. 

 

Footpath 32 Name: - Stoke Down       Map reference 

From: Where it becomes Footpath 30        564464 

To: Junction with Footpath 28         559461 

Description: - This footpath starts at a point aligned with the SW corner of the churchyard of St. 

Peter the Poor Fisherman. It follows the metalled service road of the caravan park before entering 

the lower part of Century Wood. It continues to contour running parallel with the beach cliff to 

emerge via a stile onto Stoke Down. Above Rugger Cove it begins to climb in a NW direction passing 

above Stoke Point to join Footpath 28 above Swale Cove. 

 

Notes:- As the path runs along the top of the beach cliff, it provides a good opportunity to be close 

to the sea as it washes over the rocks. Care must be taken in rough weather. 

 

Length of path: - Approx. 1100 metres. 
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Footpath 34 Name: - West Hollicombes      Map reference 

 From: Footpath 28          532468 

To: Rejoin Footpath 28          537466 

Description :-This footpath starts at a point approximately 700 metres from the bend in Footpath 28 

above Gara Point and descends' In a SE direction passing West Hollicombes then turns eastwards 

and climbs to rejoin Footpath 28 by Warren Cottage. 

 

Notes: - A National Trust path with steps gives access to Warren Beach at its lowest point. 

Length of path: - Approx. 750 metres. 

 

Footpath 35 Name: - Greylake Cove       Map reference  

From: Footpath 28          526474 

To: Greylake Cove          524472 

Description: - This footpath starts from Footpath 28 NW of Gapmouth Rock and crosses open down 

land to Greylake Cove. 

 

Notes: - The line of this little used and almost inaccessible path can clearly be seen from Wembury 

Bay and this would suggest that it is an ancient route. 

Length of path: - Approx. 500 metres. 

 

Footpath 36 Name: - Passage Wood       Map reference 

From: End of UCR 255 Passage Road        539475 

To: Junction with Footpath 28         535476 

Description: -This footpath starts at the end of UCR 255 close to “Ferry Cottage' and continues 

through Passage Wood to its junction with Footpath 28. 

 

Notes: - Note the toll board of the one-time ferry that crossed the Yealm at this point. Enjoy the 

bluebells and rhododendrons at the appropriate time of year along this path. 

Length of path: - Approx. 600 metres. 

 

Footpath 37 Name: - Noss Church       Map reference 

From: UCR 254 Revelstoke Road formerly Back Road      550477 

To: UCR 253 

Description:- This footpath starts at its junction with Revelstoke Road, formerly Back Road, and 

descends a metalled path with a handrail bordering the churchyard of St Peter's Church and emerges 

via a flight of wide steps into Brokendown Road or Pillory Hill. 

 

Notes: - Note the ornate ironwork of the western entrance to St. Peter's Churchyard with its granite 

coffin rest and the benches to each side. 

Length of path: - 160 metres. 

 

Bridlepath 38 Name: - Cold Harbour Wood      Map reference  

From: County Road between Borough Farm and Luson     603496 

To: County Road at Henna Mill         591489 

Description: — This recently diverted bridleway begins and ends in Holbeton Parish and is claimed by 

Holbeton Parish Council. At a point approximately 550 metres from its start it enters the Parish of 

Newton and Noss. It descends across a field along a hedgerow for approximately 250 metres until it 

crosses a stream and re-enters Holbeton Parish. This short section is claimed by Newton and Noss 

Parish Council as a bridleway. 

 

Length of Path: - 1.75 kilometres (250 metres in Newton and Noss Parish) 
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Footpath 39 Name: - Wadham        Map reference 

From: Boundary with Holbeton Parish, end of Holbeton Footpath 10    580472 

To: Wadham Beach          578468 

Description: - This footpath begins at the junction of Holbeton Footpath 10 with the South Devon 

Coastal Path (by the disused quarry). Following the route of The South Devon Coastal Path it 

descends a broad unmade track for approximately300 metres in a SW direction to reach a gate and 

stile. From this point the path crosses a field in a 55E direction to another stile. After this it is a 

narrow path with steps to the shore at the landward end of Wadham Rocks. 

 

Length of path: — 700 metres (including Holbeton Footpath 10). 

 

Footpath 40 Name: - South Devon Coastal Footpath     Map reference 

From: Footpath 28          574468 

To: Junction with Footpath 39         577470 

Description: - This footpath begins at a stile on Footpath 28 thirty metres from the ruins of The Tea 

House on Beacon Hill. It descends steeply in an ENE direction before levelling along the northern 

boundary of the field to seaward, and ends by the stile and gate on Footpath 39. The Coastal 

Footpath proceeds up the track of Footpath 39 at this point. 

 

Notes: - Spectacular views towards Burgh Island and Bolt Tail can be seen along this path. 

Length of path: - 420 metres. 

 

Footpath 41 Name: - Newton Wood or $hallowford Creek    Map reference 

From: The end of Yealm Road         539481 

To: Shallowford Creek          546491 

Description: - This footpath in part follows a Private Accommodation Road. It begins by the bus 

turning boy at the end of Yealm Road and runs parallel with the shore along the entire length of 

Court Wood Road. It then becomes an unmade footpath following the top of the river cliff through 

Newton Wood. It turns east and follows the southern bank of Shallowford Creek (Shortaflete) and 

finally descends to the foreshore at the head of the creek. 

 

Notes: - This may be walked in conjunction with the Woodland Trust circular walk in Newton Wood. 

Length of path: - 1500 metres. 

 

Footpath 42 Name: - Wide Slip         Map reference  

From: UCR 255 Passage Road         541478 

To: The Foreshore 

Description: - This footpath is a part of the South Devon Coastal Footpath. It leaves UCR 255 at a 

point 250 metres North of its junction with Footpath 28.It descends via steps (with a handrail), some 

of which are hewn from solid rock, to the foreshore. 

 

Notes: — A seasonal ferry crosses the Pool from this point linking the Newton and Noss with the 

Wembury section of the South Devon Coastal Footpath. 

Length of path: - 45 metres. 

 

FootPath 43 Name: - Kilpatrick's Steps        Map reference 

From: UCR 255 Passage Road         540476 

To: The Foreshore 

Description: - This footpath leaves Passage Road opposite the five Space carpark, and crosses the 

Parish ground and descends 70 steps to the foreshore. 

 

Notes: - The three benches on the Parish ground are a good place from which to take in the splendid 

views over the Pool. 
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Length of path: - 60 metres. 

 

FootPath 44 Name: - Ferry         Map reference 

From: Its junction with Footpath 26 at the end of Passage Road    539475 

To: The Foreshore 

Description: - This footpath begins at a wooden gate with a sign “Private Quay, Footpath Only'. It 

descends five steps and follows down the private slipway to the foreshore. 

 

Length of path: - 30 metres. 

 

Footpath 45 Name: - The Malthouse       Map reference  

From: County Road at the Malthouse, Bridgend      555481 

To: The Foreshore 

Description: - This footpath begins at the northern end of the Malthouse and follows a wide surfaced 

route to the foreshore. 

 

Notes: - There are excellent views down Newton Creek on the Parish ground next to this access. 

Length of path: - 20 metres. 

 

FootPath 46  Name: - The Donkey Path        Map reference  

From: Footpath 2, Church Park, Donkey Path       550480 

To: County Road, Riverside Road East 

Description: - This very narrow footpath path leaves Church Park via 5 steps beside 'Fernleigh’. It 

descends between hedges in a southerly direction. It turns through 90 degrees to head east along 

the level before turning south and descending to exit on to Riverside Road East at the eastern 

boundary of Derry‘s Cottage. 

 

Length of path: - 150 metres. 

 

Footpath 47 Name: - Vine Cottage        Map reference  

From: County Road, Riverside Road West opposite Vine Cottage    546478 

To: The Foreshore 

Description: - This very short unsurfaced path leaves Riverside Road West opposite Vine Cottage and 

descends between a garden, private quay and the bank to the foreshore. 

 

Length of path: - 8 metres. 

 

Footpath 48 Name: - Tidal Waters        Map reference  

From: County Road, opposite the Methodist Chapel, Noss Mayo    548476 

To: Noss Hard 

Description: - This footpath leaves the County Road near the Methodist Chapel, between the 

boundary of 'The Cottage’ garden and “Tidal Waters'. It passes along the southern wall of 'Tidal 

Waters', and crosses a short County Council bridge over the stream, and on to the foreshore at the 

head of Noss Creek(Noss Hard). 

 

Notes: - This path was subject to a lengthy court action in the 1960's. 

Length of path: - 23 metres. 

 

 

Footpath 49 Name: - Axworthy Slip        Map reference  

From: UCR 255 Passage Road         547477 

To: The Foreshore 
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Description: - This footpath leaves UCR 255 at a point 6 metres east of the speed limit sign and 

descends via steps with handrail to an unsurfaced path, followed by a second flight of steps to the 

foreshore. 

 

Length of path: - 70 metres. 

 

 

FootPath 52 Name: - Kennel Lane         Map reference  

From: UCR 252 Old Rectory Cross - Netton Road      552469 

To: UCR 253 Middlecombe Lane 

Description: - This footpath begins 280 metres South of Old Rectory Cross onUCR 252. It descends as 

a track between hedges to meet UCR 253Middlecombe Lane. 

 

Notes: - The remains of the building used as the kennels can still be seen along the route. 

Length of path: - 175 metres. 

 

 

Section 2 – Byways  
Unclassified County Roads (un-metalled in places) frequently used as Footpaths. 

 

UCR 256 Name: - Hewster's Hill       Map reference  

From: County Road at Bridgend by the Malthouse      554481 

To: UCR 264 400 metres North of Tea House Junction      573475 

Notes: - The first 1000 metres of this Byway from Bridgend are an unsurfaced road. 

Length of Byway: - 2200 metres. 

 

UCR 248 Name: - Lambside to Pool Mill      Map reference  

From: Junction with UCR 249 NE of Lambside Farm      578475 

To: Junction with UCR 236 Southwest of Preston      577483 

 

Notes: - This Byway is unsurfaced throughout its entire length. The section from its junction with 

UCR 249 to its junction with Parish Path P East of Pool Mill, is an unmade road. 

Length of Byway: - 900 metres. 

 

UCR 252 Name: - Netton Farm        Map reference  

From: UCR 250 East of Netton Farm        551464 

To: The mainline of UCR 252 West of Netton Form 

Length of Byway: - 120 metres. 

 

UCR 254 Name: - Combe Down Hill       Map reference 

From: Junction with UCR 255 at Combe Farm       546474 

To: Junction with Footpath 26 near the television mast      545475 

Length of Byway: - 280 metres. 

 

UCR 231 Name: - The Boundary Stone       Map reference 

From: County Road at Creacombe Cross       595498 

To: County Road at Luson         600499 

Notes: - The Boundary stone where the parishes of Newton, Holbeton and Yealmpton meet can be 

found with difficulty in the hedge bank along this Byway. 

Length of Byway: - 900 metres. 

 

UCR 234 Name: - Creacombe        Map reference 

From: 130 metres East of Creacombe Farm on the County Road in a SE direction  592498 
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To: UCR 227 Southwest of Creacombe Cross       594497 

Notes: - This Byway is unsurfaced throughout its length. 

Length of Byway: - 250 metres. 

 

 

 

Section 3 - Parish Paths 
 

Paths as yet of undetermined status regularly used by local residents. The majority are short access 

paths to the foreshore. The others (Paths P and U) are longer and are inland. 

 

 

Path B Name: - The Brook         Map reference  

From: County Road, Riverside Road West at The Brook      543479 

To: The Foreshore 

Description: - This is a public slipway for the launching and retrieving of boats, as well as pedestrian 

access to the foreshore. There is a surfaced access off the County Road between the Yealm Yacht 

Club dinghy park and The Brook. 

 

Notes: - Seats along the wall provide a good place from which to sit and look across Newton Creek to 

Noss Mayo 

 

Length of path: - 18 metres. 

 

Path D Name: - Kiln Quay       Map reference 

From: The end of County Road, Riverside Road West      545479 

To: The Foreshore 

Description:- This is a road that joins the beach. It provides pedestrian access to the foreshore from 

the western extremity of Riverside Road West. 

 

Notes: - Spy the wasp! 

Length of path:- -6 metres. 

 

Path M Name: - Bridgend Quay       Map reference  

From: County Road, Stoke Road        553480 

To: The Foreshore 

Description: - This is a public slipway used for launching and retrieving boats that provides 

pedestrian access to the foreshore. The way leaves the County Road running the length of the 

surfaced quay and descends a shallow slipway to the foreshore at the Southwestern end of the quay. 

Notes: - Bridgend was at one time very industrial with the unloading of coal, the production of lime 

and malting barley. It even had its own tavern. 

 

Length of path: - 100 metres. 

 

Path N Name: - Bridgend Quay Steps      Map reference 

From: County Road, Stoke Road        553480 

To: The Foreshore 

Description: - The way leaves the County Road and runs across the surfaced quay to the Western 

corner where it descends via a flight of limestone steps to the foreshore. 

 

Length of path: - 90 metres. 
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Path O Name: - The Pumping Station       Map reference 

From: UCR 253 Pillory Hill or Brokendown Road      552478 

To: The Foreshore 

Description: — This footpath leaves the road through a gate, at a point 100metres from Junket 

Corner and descends a flight of metal steps with handrails to skirt the South West Water sewage 

pumping station before descending to the foreshore. 

 

Length of path: - 50 metres. 

 

Path P Name: - Pool Mill        Map reference  

From: UCR 364 Membland Road        568481 

To: Junction with UCR 248         577483 

Description: - This footpath leaves Membland Road next to the old stable and blacksmith yard. It 

follows the line of a Private Accommodation Road through Membland Wood and between fields to 

Pool Mill where it becomes a tarmacked road. It continues eastwards for approximately 300 metres 

to its junction with UCR 248. 

 

Notes: - This was the final Section of the carriage drive from The Bull and Bear to Membland Hall and 

has attractive views across the valley. 

Length of path: - 1000 metres. 

 

 

 

Path S Name: - Pope’s Quay        Map reference  

From: Junction with Footpath 7        548478 

To: The Foreshore at the Western end of Pope‘s Quay 

Description: - This footpath begins part way up the flight of steps below the Swan Inn. It proceeds 

through a railed opening with steps down onto the quay. It crosses the concrete surface of the quay 

and descends a flight of steps at the western end of the quay to the foreshore. 

Notes: - Pope's Quay was once very important for the local fishing industry and the Steamer link 

(Kitley Belle, Kitley Girl and Pioneer) to the railway connection at Steer Point. After falling into 

disrepair it was rebuilt and extended in the late 1970's and early 1980's to provide the social and 

leisure facility that is used so much today. 

 

Length of path: - 25 metres. 

 

Path U Name: - Butt's Park       ` Map reference 

From: UCR 239 Newton Down’s Road        555489 

To: UCR 239 

Description: - This footpath leaves Newton Dawn's Road between the last house and the cricket field 

down a short unsurfaced path in a SE direction to emerge on the children's playground.. 

 

Length of path: - approximately 280 metres.  

 

Path Z Name: - Tidal Road        Map reference 

From: County Road, Stoke Road entrance to Bridgend Quay     554480 

To: The slip on the North side of Newton Creek at Bridgend     554482 

Description: - This is used as a bridle path and footpath. It leaves Stoke Road down a shallow slip at 

the eastern end of Bridgend Quay following the boundary wall of the Malthouse and across the 

creek. It exits up a concrete slipway on the North side of the creek. 

 

Notes: - Although one time described as the tidal road this route is unsuitable for vehicles. 

Length of path: - 250 metres. 
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Section 4 - Permissive Paths on National Trust and Woodland Trust Land 
 

Name: - Fordhill Plantation        Map reference  

From: UCR 255 Passage Road         546477 

To: Footpath 28 South Devon Coastal Path       540476 

Description: - This footpath begins on Passage Road next to the speed limit sign. A flight of steps 

takes it into Passage Wood and runs through Fordhill Plantation and Ferry Wood and ends where it 

comes down onto Footpath 28 at a point 100metres from its junction with Passage Road. 

 

Notes: - Being an elevated path this route has some interesting views. It is particularly attractive 

during spring and autumn. The woods above Wide Slip were partially devastated by hurricane force 

winds during a storm in the winter of 1978. 

Length of path: - 1000 metres. 

 

Name: - Piece Plantation        Map reference 

From: Footpath 26          540472 

To: Footpath 28          539474 

Description: - This footpath leaves Footpath 26 at a stile above Piece Plantation and descends via 

periodic steps, crosses a stream and then descends a steep field to exit through a gate on a bend on 

Footpath 28. 

 

Notes: - The path is the steepest in the parish and has fantastic views of the Pool. There is a bench 

part way down for those suffering from exhaustion coming up or vertigo going downhill 

Length of path: - 300 metres. 

 

Name: - Cellars/Mouthstone CURRENTLY UNAVAILABLE FOR USE   Map reference 

From: Footpath 28          531476 

To: Rejoin Footpath 28          526474 

Description: - This footpath leaves Footpath 27 on the bend above Cellar Beach. It skirts the pasture 

field above the cove and then heads due west through Brakehill Plantation before coming out onto 

the open ground of the headland. After approx. 200 metres it passes behind the WC starting line and 

turns left before Silver Cove to climb in a SE direction to rejoin Footpath 28 above Mouthstone Point. 

Footpath 28 can also be reached by a path that climbs in a SE direction through Brakehill Plantation 

emerging opposite the site of on old quarry. 

 

Notes: — Superb views of the river mouth, the transit marks and the sand bar. It usually has a 

magnificent show of bluebells in the spring. It is unwise to attempt to skirt above Silver Cove. 

Length of path: - 1000 metres. 

 

Approximately 30 years ago, the field through which the Cellars/Mouthstone Path starts was 

purchased  through public subscription for the National Trust with the understanding that it was to 

become a "Community Asset". Subsequently the NT constructed this path as the "Community 

Asset". However the current status needs clarification with the NT. 

 

Name: - Gara Point          Map reference 

From: Footpath 28          526470 

To: Swaney Cove, Gara Point         523470 



16 
© Copyright Newton and Noss Parish Council 2021 

 

Description: - This footpath leaves Footpath 28 at the southern end of the walling along the drive 

above Gara Point, and runs down over the open down land where it is possible to descend to 

Swaney Cove.  

 

Length of path: - 300 metres. 

 

Name: - Blackstone Point  NO LONGER ON NT MAP  Map reference 

From: Footpath 34          534466 

To: Footpath 28          538465 

Description: — This footpath leaves Footpath 34 north-east of the West Hollicombes. It follows a SE 

direction above the cliff to cross a stream via a wooden bridge. It rounds Blackstone Point and climbs 

to rejoin Footpath 28 near its junction with Footpath 25. 

 

Notes: - Part of this path would have been a pack donkey route from the quarry at Blackstone. 

Length of path: - 750 metres. 

 

Name: — Warren Cottage         Map reference 

From: Footpath 28          536466 

To: Rejoin Footpath 28 

Description: - This footpath leaves Footpath 28 at the western gate of Warren Cottage grounds and 

climbs to rejoin Footpath 28 at the eastern gate. 

 

Length of path: - 75 metres. 

 

Name: - Stoke Point         Map reference 

From: Stoke Point car park off UCR 250       556465 

To: Footpath 28 above Swale Cove        558461 

Description: - This footpath follows the line of the track from the car park to emerge across a stile 

onto the open coastland descending to Footpath 28 above Swale Cove. 

Notes: - The track passes the site of the World War II anti—aircraft defences for the city of Plymouth 

and looks down onto the site of the historic rifle range. 

 

Length of path: - 500 metres. 

 

Name: The Rifle Range        Map reference  

From : Footpath 28 above Swale Cove        558461 

To: Rejoins Footpath 28 at Snellings Down       550458 

Description: This footpath begins by descending and crossing Netton Down in a south westerly 

direction. Near Netton Island it begins to climb across Snelling Down before rejoining Footpath 28 

above Pilot Cove. 

Notes: The path is little more than a sheep track. It crosses the entire length of the long disused rifle 

range. Below Netton Down between Swale Cove and Little Bloody Cove there is perhaps the most 

impressive example of a wave cut rock platform to be found in the area. 

 

Length of path :- 1200 metres. 

 

Name: - Warren Beach         Map reference 

From: Footpath 34          533466 

To: The Shore 

Description: - This footpath has many steps. It starts from the lowest point of Footpath 34 and 

descends the cliff to the shore. 

Length of path: - 160 metres. 
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Woodland Trust Path - Newton Woods       Map reference 

From: End of Footpath 41 at Shallowford Creek      547491 

To: Rejoin Footpath 41 near the entrance to Newton Woods     542487 

Description: - This footpath begins on Footpath 41 near the head of Shallowford Creek and goes up 

the valley before climbing in a SE direction to the eastern corner at the top of Newton Wood. The 

path then follows the upper boundary of the wood for approximately 700 metres before descending 

with periodic flights of steps to rejoin Footpath 41 near the entrance to the woods. 

 

Notes: - This path enables a circular walk to be achieved within Newton Wood. 

Length of path: - 1400 metres. 

 

Woodland Trust Path: Brookings Down Wood, Noss Mayo Map reference 
Walks within Brookings Down Wood        547473 

 

Description:- The footpaths begin at the entrance to the wood which is close to the children‘s 

playing area. One path makes a circuit of the wood and visits the top. A second path makes a direct 

climb to the top passing up through the centre. 

Length of paths- Approx. 1300 metres 

Notes:- Brookings Down Wood was purchased through public subscription by the Woodland Trust in 

January 2000. It is leased for management purposes to the River Yealm and District Association 

(RYDA). There is an abundance of plant and animal life to be appreciated (especially the wonderful 

display of bluebells), glimpses of Newton Creek (depending on the time of year) and all so very close 

to the centre of the village. A precious asset for everyone to enjoy. 

 

Woodland Trust Path: Eastern Hill Wood, Noss Mayo  Map reference 
Walks within Eastern Hill Wood, Noss Mayo:       549473 

 

Description:- There are two footpath entrances along Middlecombe Lane and one entrance on Stoke 

Road. From Middlecombe Lane you climb quite steeply on a zig-zag path with steps from one 

entrance and meet the other entrance path in a loop in the middle of the wood. Where they meet 

there is a further zig zag path up to Stoke Road. 

 

Lengths of Paths - From top of wood to bottom approx 500M 

 

Notes:- Eastern Hill Wood was donated by the owner to the Woodland Trust and leased for 

management purposes to the River Yealm and District Association (RYDA) early in 2017. 

 

The Wood has many bluebells and the main trees are Beech, Sweet Chestnut, Ash, Sycamore, Sessile 

Oak, Spanish Oak and Monterey Pine with an under storey of Hawthorn, Hazel, Holly, Laurel, Privet 

and Lonicera. Two plaques supplied by the WT, in memory of the donor family, the Boreks, were 

fixed to the gate at Stoke Road and at one of the Middlecombe Lane entrances and there are notice 

boards at each entrance. 

 

 

RYDA Path: Court Woodland, Noss Mayo    Map reference 
Walks within Court Woodland:                543485 

 

Description:- The main entrance to the 3½ acre Woodland is at the end of Lower Court Road.  One 

main footpath then runs straight on in a NE direction to the boundary with Newton Wood.  A second 

main footpath climbs steeply in an E direction towards the top of Beacon Hill.  It too runs to the 

boundary with Newton Wood.  Both paths join with footpaths in Newton Wood and can be 
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combined for a circular route.  The Woodland has a small number of other subsidiary paths.  All the 

paths in Court Woodland are permissive paths.     

  

Lengths of Paths – Both main paths are approx 500M. 

 

Notes:-  Court Woodland was purchased in 2019 by the River Yealm and District Association ( RYDA) 

through public subscription and is run by its own management committee.  Beech and sycamore are 

the dominant trees, but there are also clumps of oak, sweet chestnut and ash.  The understory is 

mainly holly with a more varied ground flora of great woodrush, grasses and species of moss.  There 

are plentiful bluebells and wild garlic (ramsons) in the Spring.  There is a welcome board with more 

detail at the entrance.  

 

Suggested Walks 
Please note: - Path descriptions always have to have a starting point and a finishing point. In some 

cases (when printed in italics) you will be walking paths or sections of paths in the reverse direction 

to how they are described in this guide. 

 

The Boundary Stone 

Path 9, Road, Byway 231, Road, Path 38, Road. 

In a nutshell: - A figure of eight reaching the most remote corners of the parish. It visits the 

boundary stone marking the meeting point of Newton/Noss, Yealmpton and Holbeton on the way. 

 

Route: - Park your car near Lolesbury Cross. Take Newton and Noss Path 9 from Lolesbury Cross to 

Preston Road. Turn left and follow the minor road to Creacombe. Make a right and walk 450 metres 

to Creacombe Cross. Take the second turning, a byway. After 230 metres you may be lucky to find 

the edge of the boundary stone on the right-hand side, in the hedge bank. Make a left at the end of 

the byway obliquely crossing a few metres of the Revelstoke Estate entrance drive. Keep to the right 

at the fork: the road dips, then climbs to a T-junction with a massive beech tree in the hedge. Turn 

right at the T-junction and walk to Borough Farm. Follow the signs for Footpath 38, the Holbeton 

parish bridleway, of which a short Section lies in Newton and Noss. Enjoy the secret nature of this 

rural valley. Make a right at the end of the bridleway and walk to the crossroads at the meeting of no 

less than five lanes. Spy the line of the old leet in the field. Take the principal road on the right. It 

climbs, dips and climbs again like a roller coaster. At Darkie Hill Cross, keep on the road to Lolesbury 

and the end of your walk. 

 

Length of walk: - 8 kilometres (5.3 miles) Time: - 2 ¼  hours 

 

Bridgend To Stoke returning through Noss  

Path 21, Road, National Trust Stoke Point Path, Path 28, Path 32, Path 30, Path 29, Road, Path 22, 

Road. 

In a nutshell: - The most direct route from the nestling shelter of Bridgend to the rugged exposure of 

Stoke Point. Visit Stoke Church and Beach and return via Old Rectory Cross, Axsmith's Hill, 

Middlecombe, and Noss village. 

 

Route: - Pick up Footpath 21 Hangman's Hill on Stoke Road a few metres behind Bridgend Quay. 

Follow the track upwards, passing between the blackthorn and then across three fields to Rowden. 

Make a left at the road, and walk to Stoke Cross, and make a right, then continue for 500 metres to 

Stoke Point Car park(NT). Follow The National Trust path across to the coastal footpath, turning left 

through the gate as you join it. Walk approx. 150 metres before beginning your descent to Stoke 

Down, an unsigned but obvious footpath 32. Enjoy walking at a lower level where you are closer to 

the sea, but take care, there are sheer drops to the rocks below! Cross the stile into the shelter of 

the woods before coming out onto the tracks of the Stoke Caravan Park and walk to the church of St. 

Peter the Poor Fisherman which is worth a visit every time. Walk 100 metres up the hill, and if time 
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take the footpath on the right and visit Stoke Beach (Row Cove).  Return to the road and continue 

your climb via Stoke House to Stoke Cross. Then simply follow the road past Rowden, keeping right 

at Three Corners, and down to Old Rectory Cross. Take Footpath 22 (Axsmith's Hill) through the 

kissing gate. It descends through a pasture field and woodland to Middlecombe Lane. Turn right at 

the lane and complete your figure of eight by returning through Noss To Bridgend. 

 

Length of walk: - 7 kilometres (4.7 miles) Time: - 2 hours 

 

 

The Pool and Newton Creek at tide level 

Paths 44, 43, 42, 49, 20, S, M, N, Z, B, 47, 15, 13. 

In a nutshell: - A mix of slippery, muddy foreshore, water, mooring lines, and bits of roads! Boots 

essential. Best attempted towards the bottom of the ebb on a Spring tide! Please note: - This is not a 

circular walk unless you choose to do it during the summer months and at a time when you can use 

the Yealm Ferry. 

 

Route: - Begin at Ferry, Kilpatrick's Steps, or Wide slip. Take care, the lower end of all lower access 

paths are slippery! Follow the foreshore upstream, passing opposite Kiln Quay. If you want to, climb 

up to Passage Wood Road at Axworthy's Slip, turn left, and walk via the Point to Noss Voss, or 

continue along the foreshore. Cross the Voss and turn left over Pope's Quay heading for Newton 

Voss, but don't cross it ! Take the muddy foreshore towards Bridgend Quay. You are in another 

environment, yet so close to habitation. Many of the original Yealm Crabbers were built in a shed 

above the bank just before you get to the quay. Cross the quay from slipway to slipway. Spy the 

limekiln. It's time to take the tidal roads. Pass on the foreshore in front of the Malthouse built by 

Napoleonic Prisoners. Originally used for malting barley, latterly a boatyard, and now converted into 

dwellings.  

 

Cross the stream from the slipway at the far end of the Malthouse to the slipway on the Newton 

side. Follow the foreshore downstream below the Pathfields past Big Slip and the Voss to the Brook. 

Pause to read the Parish Council notice on the wall of the dinghy patch. Take Riverside Road West 

until Vine Cottage and seek out the unmarked path to the foreshore once again. Continue 

downstream to a superb example of Revelstoke architecture: the boathouse at Kiln Quay where you 

can rejoin the road via the brick sett steps. Continue along the Cinder Path to finish your walk at the 

Pool. 

 

Length of walk: - 3 kilometres (2 miles) Time: - 1 hour 

 

Newton Green to The Pool and back via the village 

Road, Path 18, Path 17, Road, Path 16, Road, Path 13, Road, Path 2, Road. 

In a nutshell: - Attractive peeps of the Pool and Newton Creek visiting the village on the way. 

 

Route: - Park your car in the car park near Dillons, at The Green. Crossing the main road, walk along 

Court Road past the church for approx. 1 km before forking left down Lower Court Road. Catch 

peeps of The Pool before turning left down the footpath that drops behind the Yealm Hotel. At the 

bus bay make a left along Yealm Road and then right down Yealm Steps to sit on the bench and take 

in the natural harbour of the Pool. This is a busy place in the summer with visiting yachts and people 

messing about on the river. Return up the steps and make a right along Yealm Road before taking a 

right hand fork along a foot path, locally known as the Cinder Path. At its end join Riverside Road 

West. Spy the wasp on the boathouse at Kiln Quay. Lord Revelstoke's steam launch was called 

'Wasp’. This name lives on in the rowing club gig. Continue along the road past The Brook to reach 

Newton Hill. Here you will find The Dolphin Inn and shops. Walk past the Dolphin Inn along Riverside 

Road East and the subsequent footpath, until you reach Yealm View Road. Continue climbing to its 

junction with Bridgend Hill. Make a left and continue uphill returning to the Green. 
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Length of walk: - 3 kilometres (2 miles) Time: - 1 hour 

 

The higher level circular walk 

National Trust Fordhill Plantation, Path 28, National Trust Piece Plantation, Path26, Byway. 

In a nutshell: - Appreciate the natural harbour of the Pool and the end of Newton Creek from this 

high level walk. 

 

Route: - Begin at Noss Hard following Passage Wood Road. Pick up the National Trust footpath in 

Fordhill Plantation following it through Ferry Wood. Appreciate the creek and the Pool especially the 

new greenness in the spring. Turn left as you regain the coastal drive. After a short distance take the 

footpath signposted to Stoke on your left, and climb steeply up the valley side. Known as Piece 

Plantation or the Willow Patch, it was where fishermen cut willows to make their crab pots. Pause 

before you reach the top and take in the unique nature of Yealm Pool as a natural harbour. Turn left 

when you reach the public footpath and follow the track across Coombe Down towards the 

television mast. Spy the land in front of you on the other side of the creek and the river. Would you 

know the River Yealm and creek were below you? 

 

On your approach to the mast take in this aspect of Noss, St. Peter's Church, the creek, Bridgend and 

the parish beyond. Go through the gate and drop down the green lane past the back of Coombe 

Cottages. Turn left to the Village Hall, the Tilly Institute and the Hard. 

 

Length of walk: - 3 kilometres (2 miles) Time: - 1 hour 

 

The Pool to Shallowford (Shortaflete) Creek 

Path 41, Woodland Trust Footpath, Path 41. 

In a nutshell: — Birds, flowers and trees. A pleasant afternoon circular walkthrough woodland 

offering views of the Kitley reach. 

 

Route: - Begin at the Pool. Follow Court Wood Road (Footpath 41) over its entire length along the 

riverbank to the head of Shallowford Creek. Pause by the stream before returning to the footpath. 

Continue up the valley now on the new Woodland Trust Path to higher level where fields meet the 

tree line. After approx. 700 metres the path takes a right and descends a zigzag route to rejoin Path 

41 on the lower level. Follow Path 41 back to the Pool and the end of your walk. 

 

Length of walk: — 3.3 kilometres (2.2 miles) Time: - 1 hour 

 

The headland walk (the Warren) 

Road, Path 36, Path 28, Path 25, Path 24, Road, perhaps adding on the way Path 27, National Trust 

Path “Cellars to Mouthstone',National Trust Path “Gara Point', Path 34, National Trust Footpath 

‘BlackstonePoint'. 

In a nutshell: - An incredibly popular walk with residents and visitors alike. A circular route from Noss 

with fantastic views of the harbour, the river mouth, Wembury Bay and beyond. 

 

Route: - Simply begin at Noss Hard following Passage Wood Road to its end at Ferry. Pick up the 

footpath pausing to spy the toll board with its reminder of everyday transport long ago. Walk 

through Passage Wood climbing: turning right and rejoining the coastal drive. Battery, the 

Coastguard cottages, Brakehill Plantation - a sea of bluebells in the spring and rhododendrons in the 

early summer - then the open landscape of The Warren. Take in Wembury Bay, The Mewstone and 

the start of the Cornish coast beyond. On a clear day you can see right down to The Lizard.  

 

The skylark, the raven, the great blacked back gull and the hare - all make this a special place. Did 

you know the original slates of Noss church roof were quarried out here? Rabbits were kept here as 
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an important source of food. Spy the significant proportions of the" Warren Wall" that was 

constructed to prevent the rabbits from getting into the crop fields inland.  

 

At the junction 600 metres after Warren Cottage, keep to the left. Can you see the remains of the 

construction of a golf course on your left? Work was started here in the 1920's but abandoned. 

Leave the coastal footpath, and pass through the gate and climb to the National Trust car park. At 

108 metres above sea level this is the highest point reached by a footpath in the parish.  

 

Turn left out of the car park and then turn right, descending through Hannaford and on down the 

valley to Noss.  

 

It's all too easy to stay at one level. Why not descend to a lower level at some time during your walk. 

Here are some suggestions: — 

1. At Battery take the footpath to Cellar's Beach, one of the most popular local haunts in 

summer with anchored yachts and children of all ages playing on the beach. On the bend 

above the beach take the National Trust path that skirts above the cove and enters Brakehill 

Plantation. You can climb steeply through the wood to rejoin the drive but why not continue 

along the level and over the stile onto the open cliff land. Pass the Yacht Club starting line, 

and then turn left before Silver Sands and ascend steeply to rejoin the drive. 

2. Walk to a point at the most seaward end of the section of wall above Gara Point, midway 

between Greylake and Quarry Cove. Turn right and descend over the downland to the cove 

and rocks below. Spy evidence of World War II architecture above Swaney Cove. If you are 

walking this at low tide in a winter gale, watch for the water breaking on The Ebb Rocks. 

3. Descend over The Warren to the West Hollicombe's and Warren Beach. Either climb to 

regain the coastal drive at Warren Cottage or pick up the line of the National Trust footpath 

round Blackstone Point before climbing once again to rejoin the drive and the exit near 

White Gate. 

 

Length of walk: - 7 kilometres (4.7 miles) Time: - 1 hour & 45 minutes (for the basic walk) 

 

The Nine Mile Drive 

Road, Footpath 28, Road, Footpath 37, Road. 

In a nutshell: - The route of the Southwest Coastal Footpath normally alternates between the clifftop 

and the rocks at the water’s edge. For all but its last half kilometre near Wadham, the coast path in 

the parish of Newton and Noss follows the carriage drive built by Lord Revelstoke (Edward Baring o 

fBaring’s Bank) in the 1880's. Boldly but unobtrusively engineered it has long level sections that 

contour the landscape, interspersed with gentle gradients. The opulence of its ownership contrasted 

with the benevolence of its construction. It was said that not long after its completion, Lord 

Revelstoke ordered it to be widened by one foot to provide local employment during a particularly 

difficult winter when work was hard to come by. 

 

Route: - Begin at Noss Hard. Follow the route of the drive along Passage Road, and climb gradually 

through Passage Wood to Battery. Walk past the former Coastguard cottages, then through Brakehill 

Plantation to the open landscape of The Warren. Spy the sections of wall constructed on significant 

bends to keep the horse and carriage safely on the drive. Look out for the many small quarries that 

provided stone for the drives construction.  

 

Gunrow Signal Station, East of Hilsea Point pre-dates the Revelstoke era. Its role was to enable 

messages to be passed to and from ships of the Royal Navy during the time of the Napoleonic Wars 

without the need of the ship putting into Devonport. Until more recent times it formed a Coastguard 

lookout station.  
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Between Gunrow and Stoke Point the drive has graceful curves and long gradual inclines. Appreciate 

the shelter of Century Wood on the approach to Stoke. Cross the road at Stoke car park and 

continue along the wide airy section to Beacon Hill. Spy the ruins of the Tea House where Lady 

Revelstoke is said to have spent many hours painting watercolours, although it's said that its origins 

are much older. On special occasions, such as Royal Jubilees, a beacon is lit on the nearby clifftop. 

You will probably choose to leave the coastal footpath here and continue along the drive to Tea 

House Cross to join the road. Follow the sign to Membland. The historic driveway would have passed 

between the gates of Eastern Lodge and through the wood known as The Grove to the hall, but 

there is no right of way across this section. However, the road that you will take gives you an 

excellent vantage of estate features as they exist today. Spy the onetime indoor tennis court, behind 

which was the cricket pitch and pavilion. Little remains of Membland Hall but a small section of wall 

with a builder's crest remains among the more modern building. The Hall was demolished in 1926 

after it had been sold at auction room by room for its contents and timber. It was reputed that 

purchasers had to work quickly lest they be forced to access their lot by ropes and ladders because 

someone else had sawn away the floor beneath! 

 

Spy the stable blocks one for carriage horses, the other for hunters, at one time complete with its 

own forge. The Hall had its own electricity generating plant, and there were extensive and 

productive walled gardens. Can you work out the sites of the former private gasworks and laundry? 

Find the western end of the estate drive at the gateway to Western Lodge at the bottom of the hill 

(no right of way).  At Bridgend was the site of the post office, a typical feature of this highly 

organised estate. 

 

See if you can find the milestone in the creek side wall, part way between Bridgend and the 

Malthouse. Why the 8 and the 1?  

 

Continue up Stoke Road to St. Peter's Church, now a 2 star listed building. It was completed in 1882 

and provided for the village by Lord Revelstoke who is buried in a vault below the East window. 

Choose whether you return to the lych gate and descend Revelstoke Road, formerly Back Road, to 

the Hard and the end of your nine miles, or descend the path and steps to the West of the church to 

Pillory Hill. Walk down the hill and follow the road to the Hard. 

 

Length of walk: — 13.5 kilometres (9 miles) Time: - 3 ½ hours 

 

 

Bridgend to Lambside and Wadham, returning via Hewsters Hill 

Road, Path 11, Road  )   (Path 29, 40 and 28 )  

or    )    Byway 248, Road ( or  )  Road, Byway 256  

Road, Path P  )   (Path 28  ) 

In a nutshell: - A bold circular walk with alternatives, mostly on roads and sheltered byways. It 

provides spectacular views of both the inland parish and the coastline. 

 

Route: - From Bridgend your first objective is to make your way to the byway at map reference 578 

483. There are two ways of getting there.  

 

1) via Clanicombe Bottoms - take the footpath at the bottom of Widey Lane. It has surprisingly 

interesting peeps of the valley with Noss in the distance as you look back. Turn right as you 

rejoin Clanicombe Lane, passing the sewage works on your way to the signpost to Preston. 

Follow this continuing to descend the hill to the stream at the bottom. Spy the remains of 

one of the several mill leats that harnessed its waters. The green lane of the old Membland 

Hall access drive joins from the left. After 250 metres you will see the muddy track of the 

byway on your left.  
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2)  make your way to Membland. As the road curves boldly to the right at the site of the old 

forge, take in the secret nature of the valley on the way. 250 Metres after Pool Mill find the 

byway on your right.  

 

Climb the lane that nestles between its steep banks. It forms the parish boundary over its entire 

length. Keep to the left after Lambside Cottages and turn right at the coast road. You have a choice 

of a 100 metre descent to Wadham Rocks and Beach with fantastic views across Bigbury Bay to Bolt 

Tail returning via the coastal footpath to the Tea House on Beacon Hill, and then the path to Tea 

House Cross.  Or, you can keep to the road, taking the footpath up the hedgerow opposite Eastern 

Lodge to Tea House Cross.  

 

Head for Membland, but after 400 metres take the byway signed Great Prideaux. Airy views across 

the top of the parish to Collaton Cross and the moors beyond. Continue to the top of Hewsters Hill. 

Stop! Look ahead and look down. A unique view of Newton and Noss: the creek, The Pool in the near 

distance, Wembury Bay and the Mewstone beyond. Finally drop down the lane to emerge behind 

the Malthouse and the end of your walk. 

 

Length of walk: - 9 kilometres (6 miles) Time: - 2 ½ hours 

 

Walk to Yealmpton  

Road, Path 4, Road, Path 5, Road, Yealmpton Paths. 

In a nutshell: - A blend of roads and paths with views across the South Hams toDartmoor passing 

near to Puslinch House and Kitley Caves ending in the centre of Yealmpton. Take care that you are 

seen by traffic on Puslinch Hill. 

 

Route: - Begin at Newton Green and follow Parsonage Road out of the village.300 Metres past Butts 

Park take the footpath at Widey Cross over two fields. Spy the view of the Kitley River at the mouth 

of Shallowford Creek. Turn right at the end of the path and follow the minor road to near 

Wrescombe Farm. Again take the footpath across the fields to the top of Puslinch Hill. Turn left to 

descend the hill observing Puslinch House (Queen Anne) on the way. Cross the river at Puslinch and 

enter Yealmpton Parish. Take the footpath to Kitley Caves(no longer open to the public) from the 

bridge. Spy the disused railway, the quarries, kilns and the caves. Be in no hurry. Stay on the left 

hand side of the river following the track through Stray Park to the church and village. You can 

always return on the 94 bus. 

 

Length of walk: - 4.5 kilometres (3 miles) Time: - 1 ¼ hours 

 

End of Document 

 


