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Newton and Noss Parish Council 

Thursday 9th December 2021 at 7.00 pm 
Held at the Newton and Noss Village Hall in Noss Mayo 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF NEWTON AND NOSS PARISH COUNCIL 
(To be approved at the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 13th January 2021) 

 
Present: Councillor Peter Hinchliffe, Councillor Caroline Adams, Councillor Rodney Carter, Cllr Mark Steggles, 

Councillor Kevin Thomas, Councillor Tony Tubb and Tamerlaine Gambie (Parish Clerk). 

In addition, there were five members of the public in attendance including three representatives of Dementia 
Friendly Parishes Around the Yealm (DFPY). 

158/21 To open the meeting  

• Chairman Councillor Peter Hinchliffe welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Open Forum 
 Representatives from Dementia Friendly Parishes Around The Yealm (DFPY) attended for open forum 
to update the Parish Council on their roles and the work of DFPY within the local parishes. 

• Maxine Kennedy (Coordinator): Maxine explained that they support 43 families across the five 
parishes including nine in Newton and Noss. They work with individuals, groups and to raise awareness 
in the community to be ‘known, visible and trusted’. Covid has had a huge impact on their work 
supporting people in person. 

• Caroline Hirst (local link): Caroline explained that she lives in the village and is our link for DFPY and 
works hard on fundraising along with updating the Facebook page. 

• Liz Hitchins (Chairman): As Chairman of DFPY, Liz Hitchins explained how important it is for Parish 
Councils to be involved and suggested the Parish Council convene a small group to draft an action plan 
detailing how the Parish Council will support the community. DFPY rely entirely on donations and a 
grant from the Parish Council was requested. It was explained that Maxine Kennedy can run an 
awareness session for Parish Councillors and any members of the community who would be interested. 
Other training to become a Dementia Friend is available from the Alzheimer’s Society. 

• Cllr Adams offered to be the Parish Council representative for DFPY. 
Two additional parishioners attended for open forum. 

• Stopping up order – 97D Court Road: The resident thanked the Parish Council for its continued support 
and in particular the Roads and Highways Working Group. He also thanked Cllr Dan Thomas for his 
support. The public highway has still not been reinstated, no work has been started and fencing is now 
lying in the road. 
o Cllr Kevin Thomas explained that there is a Devon County Council process to get yellow lines in 

place and this can take around 18 months. Cllr Thomas will visit the site to look at the existing road 
signs and to review what signage is needed. 

o Cllr Dan Thomas explained that there was another case in South Hams where a highways 
reinstatement case was now in its sixth year of legal wranglings and they were keen to avoid this 
happening again. 

o Chairman Cllr Peter Hinchliffe assured the resident that they could count on the support of the 
Parish Council as far as possible. 

• Power supply to The Green in Newton Ferrers: The Chairman of the Newton and Noss Network 
thanked SHDC and all others in the villages for their support (£2,700 was raised) which has enabled 
power to be installed at The Green. Along with providing power for the Christmas lights, this will be a 
useful amenity to the village. The work has all been certified and is of a high quality with armoured 
cable and is all included in the electrical safety inspection/certificate of the WI Hall. 

• Parking and bikes by Newton Green: While supervising the above work to The Green, the resident had 
observed parking issues outside the new café. He suggested that a bike rack would be a good addition 
for those visiting the café and area by bike and if diagonal lines were added to the parking space then 
better use of the space could be made and more cars could park. 
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159/21 Apologies  
To receive apologies and to approve reasons for absence. 
Cllr Durant, Cllr Hardy, Cllr Phillipson and Cllr Watson had given their apologies.  
It was resolved to approve their reasons for absence. (Vote: unanimous). 

160/21 Absences 
 To note absences. 
 Cllr Phil Rogers’ absence was noted. 

161/21 Declarations of pecuniary and other interests 
To declare any pecuniary and other non-pecuniary interests of themselves and their partner or spouse in 
items on the agenda. 
None declared. 

162/21  Dispensation requests 
To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests (if any). 
None received. 

163/21 Minutes of the meeting 11th November 2021 
a. To approve the minutes as an accurate record of the meeting and authorise the Chairman to sign the 

minutes. 
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting of Newton and Noss Parish Council held on 11th 
November 2021 as an accurate record of that meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign the 
minutes. (Vote: unanimous) 

b. To review actions from the minutes of 11th November 2021 and progress made. 
The actions had been reviewed and progress recorded (Appendix 163/21). 

164/21 Variation of the agenda  
a. To consider whether any items should be considered In Committee eg quotes relating to maintenance, 

Clerk’s employment and planning enforcement. 
It was resolved to consider matters relating to Clerk’s employment, quotes and planning enforcement 
In Committee. (Vote: unanimous) 

165/21 South Hams District Council (SHDC) Reports 
a. To receive District Council reports from Councillor Keith Baldry. 

I. Christmas lights: Cllr Baldry praised the magnificent lights on The Green in Newton Ferrers. 
II. Sustainable Communities Fund: Councillors were reminded about this fund and Cllr Baldry 

encouraged applications from the Parish Council and/or local groups. Cllr Adams asked for 
clarification on the grants. Cllr Dan Thomas explained that grants of £100-£400 could be applied for 
but SHDC would not expect to be the sole funders. The grants can’t be used for something that SHDC 
should already be doing. 

III. South Hams Climate Action and Biodiversity Fund: Cllr Baldry also explained that there is match 
funding of up to £10,000 available for projects within the district that align with the Council's Climate 
Change and Biodiversity Strategy. 

IV. General recycling: Cllr Baldry reported that recycling collections seemed to be better although 
people were not necessarily still reporting problems. Cllr Adams asked about Christmas Tree 
collections and Cllr Baldry confirmed they would not be collected. Cllr Gilbert asked about garden 
waste but Cllr Baldry confirmed that there is currently no date for the service to be resumed. Cllr 
Carter asked when co-mingled collections will cease and Cllr Baldry confirmed that 40% of residents 
are still on a co-mingled service and there is no date for this to change. The contractor FCC owe SHDC 
a significant sum of money from penalties imposed and must come up with a plan going forward. 

166/21 Devon County Council (DCC) Report 
a. To receive reports from Councillor Dan Thomas. 

I. Covid vaccination update: Cllr Thomas was happy to be able to include stats for boosters / third 
doses as well as standard two dose data. 
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II. Supporting Devon Residents into Homes of their Own: Very happy to report that Cabinet is 

recommending support of the motion and have agreed to lobby our local MPs to strengthen the 

criteria for properties becoming liable for business rates, instead of council tax. This would avoid 

the huge amounts of business grants paid out over covid in Devon (amounting to something in the 

region of £10 million). 

III. COP 26: A motion has gone to Cabinet asking Council to support the following: 

[DCC] will work with Government and local Government networks, to make sure the COP26 text is 

translated into meaningful local and national programmes to reduce carbon which are supported 

by agreed and sufficient funding by Government. 

IV. Divestment of Fossil Fuels: DCC has received numerous communications from Devon residents 

(including this Division) asking County to divest its pension fund stakes immediately. Regrettably, 

the administration has voted this down and for now, the various pension funds will continue to 

profit from fossil fuels. There is a commitment not to make new investments, but I know many 

residents will be extremely concerned. I will continue to vote against the status quo when I can. 

V. Christmas Lights at WI Hall: Happy to have supported this project to the tune of £500. I gather the 

switch on was a great success. 

VI. Local Highways Issues: Grateful to Cllr Kevin Thomas for having convened a useful and constructive 

Highways meeting. A number of relevant local issues were discussed and Nick Colton and I are 

aware of the local priorities we need to support. 

VII. I wish you all a Merry Christmas and will see you in the new year. In the meantime, please feel free 

to email me if you need to. Email: Daniel.thomas@devon.gov.uk  or call 07917 877706. 

mailto:Daniel.thomas@devon.gov.uk
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167/21  Planning 
a. To consider the following applications received from SHDC (draft comments are put together by the 

Planning Working Group and are circulated prior to the meeting). 

1 101 Yealm Road, Newton Ferrers Ref: 3953/21/FUL 
Demolition of 2 two-storey detached buildings & associated garage. Erection of 2no. four bed 
family homes and extension of an existing quay to the east of the site to provide a new landing 
ramp for dwelling. 
Decision: Object (Vote: 6 for and 1 abstention) 
NNPC object in the strongest possible terms to this large overbearing proposal in a relatively 
confined site, dominating the view of the harbour and causing marked degradation of the 
foreshore vista and important local views of the harbour.  
There is no justification, in this protected location, for squeezing in 2 very large, 4 bedroom 
expensive homes, when as evidenced very clearly by the NP, there is no local need for such 
properties. A smaller footprint would allow space for sympathetic planting for screening and 
conservation of the ecology. 
The addition of 2 extra levels, removal of existing natural waterfront and substantial increase in 
the footprint of the built form in this location is completely unacceptable. There has been no 
attempt to harmonise with the adjacent waterfront, to utilize the vernacular or traditional local 
materials or blend with adjacent buildings on the waterfront; the Harbour Office, Ferry Cottages 
or Old Coastguard Cottages on the opposite banks. The large areas of glazing would cause 
significant light pollution despite some attempted mitigation 
The existing views from street level of the estuary and woodland beyond would be lost and the 
view from the river and South West Coast path would be completely compromised.  
The Landscape and Visual Assessment document dated September 21, whilst using planning 
statements and reference to the AONB, does not mention the Neighbourhood Plan.  In 
consultation with the Parish prior to the NP, protecting the Waterfront was one of the most 
important statements put forward.  The major impact of this development is for waterborne 
traffic and views from the South West Coast Path, not for Yealm Road.   
Contrary to N3P-2, there would be loss of foreshore with no measures for protection or 
improvement of waterfront ecology and biodiversity. In addition, the Environmental Health Team 
statement regarding potential contamination of the estuary, land instability at water’s edge and 
the need for engineering works – "wish to comment on completion of the phase 2 report in due 
course".  The PC would also wish to see this report and comment before any decision is taken. 
We have an opportunity here to enhance an existing building by improving the appearance of the 
building and windows, which should accord with its setting in the AONB  and not have a 
detrimental effect on the views as seen from the river and south west coast path. 
Any property built on this site must comply with N3P-12 and have a Primary Residence condition 
Any approval must comply with N3P-4 and be conditional on the CMP being approved by both 
NNPC and SHDC before any work starts on the site - including clearance and demolition. 
The current proposals are contrary to Neighbourhood Plan Policies N3P-1, N3P-2, N3P- 3, N3P-4, 
N3P-9, N3P-11  
N3P-1 c) states that the scale, density and character of any development permitted 
under paragraphs a) and b) shall be in keeping with its site and surroundings and cause no 
significant adverse harm on natural or historic assets, important views 
N3P-2 states that 
a)   Development shall conserve the character, ecology or biodiversity of the banks, cliffs, shore 
and intertidal zone of the river or harbour.    
b)   Development of the waterfront shall conserve its natural appearance as viewed from the river, 
harbour or land and not detract from the quiet enjoyment by everyone of those parts of the 
waterfront that  are accessible to the public  "Waterfront" means the banks, cliffs, shore, intertidal 
zone and any location or property having a strong visual or physical connection with the river or 
harbour.    
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c)   Development that threatens the estuarine coastal margins or would adversely affect the 
natural banks of the estuary will not be allowed.  
N3P-3 states that 
a)  Development shall respect the low density of buildings, the landscape and character of Policy 
Areas 1 and 2. 
N3P-4 states that 
a)   All new development including extensions and redevelopment, shall: 

• be of high design quality which is clearly derived from the site context and respects the 

architectural context of adjacent buildings.  

• be in keeping with its site and surroundings, in terms of scale, density and massing and not 

constitute over-development.  

• respect building height in the street, preserve views from public spaces, roads and paths, 

and protect and provide for trees, hedges and space between properties; 

N3P-9 states that  
Development shall not harm but conserve the landscape by:  
a)  complying with national and local strategic policies for the AONB and the Undeveloped Coast,  
      including the South Devon AONB Planning Guidance, relevant strategic policies in the  
      development plan.  
b)  safe-guarding and conserving local features that make a positive contribution to the landscape, 
      particularly; 
      iii)  long views across the estuary and creeks, valleys, fields, hedges, lanes and Important Local 
            Views as identified on pages 37, 38 and 39 in this plan.  
c)  ensuring that new development blends into the natural landscape, without detriment to 
habitats on land or water, and does not adversely impact upon the irreplaceable characteristics 
of Special Areas of Conservation, Sites of Special Scientific Interest or Ancient Woodland.  
d)  incorporating high quality landscaping which retains existing features, reinforces local 
landscape character, restores degraded landscapes, and provides mitigation from harm.  
N3P-11 states that 
Where residential development is permitted by this plan: 
a)  In order to balance housing stock across the parish the development of smaller homes will be 
encouraged. 
b) Applications for new dwellings reasonably capable of accommodating more than 3 bedrooms 
will be required to provide evidence of local need.  
Having declared that a climate emergency exists, Newton and Noss Parish Council seek the 
support of SHDC, in requiring that all planning applications include consideration of:  

• renewable energy sources and energy saving,  
• water saving and treatment measures,  
• wildlife and  
• the environmental impact 

as being of the utmost importance as outlined in section 4-b of N3P. 

2 Sunnymead, Noss Mayo Ref: 3981/21/VAR 
Variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning consent 4302/20/HHO (resubmission of 
2948/21/VAR). 
Decision: Comment (Vote: 6 for and 1 abstention) 
No CMP has been submitted by the current Architect. The PC is very concerned that a 
comprehensive CMP is critical is this location; considering the very narrow width of Foundry Lane 
and Coach Road, particularly as there may be 2 other building projects in the same narrow lane at 
the same time; 1 directly opposite Sunnymead. The CMP needs to specify that the very narrow 
roads affected, will not be blocked and that skips/equipment/material will not be stored on the 
road. Having declared that a climate emergency exists, Newton and Noss Parish Council seek the 
support of SHDC, in requiring that all planning applications include consideration of:  

• renewable energy sources and energy saving,  
• water saving and treatment measures,  
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• wildlife and  
• the environmental impact 

as being of the utmost importance as outlined in section 4-b of N3P. 

3 48 Court Road, Newton Ferrers Ref: 3744/21/HHO 
Householder application for extension of first floor balcony terrace. 
Decision: Comment (Vote: Unanimous) 
The PC would wish to ensure the neighbours to the west of 43 Court Rd have no concerns 
regarding overlooking. The CMP has been written based on NNPC Template, Thanks to Justin 
Sluice for his assistance. 
Having declared that a climate emergency exists, Newton and Noss Parish Council seek the 
support of SHDC, in requiring that all planning applications include consideration of:  

• renewable energy sources and energy saving,  
• water saving and treatment measures,  
• wildlife and  
• the environmental impact 

as being of the utmost importance as outlined in section 4-b of N3P. 

4 Stoke Beach Caravan Park Ref: 3913/21/FUL 
Demolition of existing ablution block and replacement with a new one. 
Decision: No comment (Vote: Unanimous) 

5 Proposed Development Site at 48-54 The Fairway Ref: 1877/21/VAR 
Application for variation of conditions 10 (finished floor and ridgelevels, ground, parking and road 
levels), 15 (plans and sections for proposed highways, drains and retaining walls etc) and 21 (hard 
and soft landscaping scheme) of planning permission 2929/17/VAR. 
Decision: Comment (Vote: Unanimous) 
The PC would wish to ensure the neighbours' concerns and comments, that the landscaping and 
planting should be completed in early 2022 (ie. before the end of the current planting season) are 
considered; with consent conditional on a short timescale for completion of the LEMP including 
these changes. 
Having declared that a climate emergency exists, Newton and Noss Parish Council seek the 
support of SHDC, in requiring that all planning applications include consideration of:  

• renewable energy sources and energy saving,  
• water saving and treatment measures,  
• wildlife and  
• the environmental impact 

as being of the utmost importance as outlined in section 4-b of N3P. 

Cllr Tubb asked about a planning application for 97D Court Road and highways. Cllr Thomas confirmed that 
the application would go to highways and a condition of the planning could be ‘subject to the highway being 
restored’. 

b. To consider applications received from SHDC which have no statutory consultation. 

1 N/A 

c. To note the following planning decisions by SHDC. 

1 93 Court Road, Newton Ferrers  Ref: 2348/21/HHO 
Householder application for loft conversion with rear dormer and roof raised by 350mm 
SHDC decision: Conditional approval 

2 Morningside, 4 Riverside Road West, Newton Ferrers Ref: 2129/21/HHO 
Householder application for replacement shed in front garden 
SHDC decision: Conditional approval  

3 Moose Cottage, 9 Riverside Road East Ref: 3519/21/HHO 
Householder application for conversion of loft space to a bedroom, yard to a garden room and 
internal refurbishment 
SHDC decision: Conditional approval  
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d. To note applications withdrawn. 
N/A 

e. To discuss issues with planning enforcement generally (without reference to particular cases or 
properties). 
Cllr Hinchliffe confirmed that he is still keen to have a meeting with the SHDC planning enforcement 
team. 

f. To receive updates on the Community Land Trust (CLT). 
Cllr Phillipson informed the Parish Council that there were some delays as the architects had not been 
as assiduous as the CLT had hoped. 

g. To receive updates on Collaton. 
Cllr Hinchliffe confirmed that the Parish Council has received a reply from the developers responding to 
the Parish Council’s comments on the planning portal. Cllr Kevin Thomas asked if the Parish Council are 
going to respond to their reply. Cllr Hinchliffe asked for volunteers for a small group to attend regular 
meetings with SHDC and the developers. 
It was resolved to agree the composition of a small group to attend regular meetings between the 
Parish Council, SHDC and the developers to include Cllr Hinchliffe, Cllr Thomas and the Parish Clerk 
Tam Gambie. Cllr Baldry explained that he would be keen to listen in but wouldn’t be able to 
comment. (Vote: Unanimous) 
It was resolved for the environment group to submit an additional comment on the Collaton planning 
application regarding the environmental impact (wildlife, green spaces, light pollution, AONB) to the 
planning portal and delegate the writing of this to the Environmental Working Group and for it to be 
submitted by the Clerk. (Vote: 6 for and 1 against) 
Action: The draft comments will be circulated to the Parish Council before submission and Cllr Tubb 
stated that safety mustn’t be compromised. 

h. To receive updates on Section 106 funding. 
No further updates 

i. To receive updates on Construction Management Plans (CMPs). 
I. Cllr Kevin Thomas reported that there continued to be mixed uptake with using the CMP template. 

168/21 Administration 
a. To receive the Clerk’s report which includes maintenance updates and correspondence received 

(Appendix 168/21). 
b. Matters for discussion and or decision arising from the Clerk’s Report. 

I. It was resolved to agree and approve the Statement of Internal Control for the financial year 2021-
22. (Vote: Unanimous) 

II. It was resolved to agree to the Parish Council making a grant of £150 to Citizens Advice South 
Hams. (Vote: Unanimous) 

III. It was resolved to agree to the Parish Council making a contribution to Newton and Noss Village 
Hall of £50 towards the cost of their Christmas Tree. (Vote: Unanimous) 

IV. It was resolved to agree to purchase a larger Standard Oak at a cost of £245 (plus VAT and planting 
costs), in order to replace the Beech tree once it is felled at Newton Green. (Vote: Unanimous) 

V. It was resolved to donate some of the wood from the felled Beech tree to local craftspeople upon 
request as long as none is left on The Green. (Vote: Unanimous) 

VI. It was resolved to consider supporting community Jubilee celebrations which take place but not 
organise a specific Parish Council run event. (Vote: Unanimous) 

VII. It was resolved to agree to the Parish Council finding out more about Vincent Touret’s Street Band 
and his work with Newton Ferrers Primary School with a view to possible grant funding for his work 
with local children in next year’s budget. (Vote: Unanimous) 

c. To receive an update from the Website Working Group (WWG).  
Cllr Kevin Thomas had followed up references given by Aubergine and updated members on the 
feedback received from other Parish Council’s using Aubergine for their websites. The feedback had been 
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very positive and Cllr Thomas stated that he was confident that this is a financially sound company who 
will give the Parish Council what is needed for its new website. The next steps are to agree the site map 
for the new website. 
The Parish Council thanked Cllr Thomas and the Website Working Group for their hard work.  
It was resolved that the Parish Council agree to the pricing and service outlined for the new website and 
proceed with Aubergine producing the new website. (Vote: Unanimous) 

d. To agree that working groups are convened as committees.  
Cllr Hinchliffe explained that he has nearly completed his councillor training which has given him a 
good understanding of the legal framework Parish Councils operate in. Ongoing groups should be 
convened as committees and not working groups as working groups are for time limited projects. 
Although committees can have delegated authority to make decisions, the proposal is that committees 
for Newton and Noss Parish Council should be advisory whereby they discuss and make proposals 
which the Parish Council then votes and decides upon. 
It was resolved to convene the Roads and Highways Working Group, the Environmental Working Group 
and the Planning Working Group as advisory committees which will make recommendations to the 
Parish Council but will not have delegated authority to make decisions. (Vote: Unanimous) 
Action: Newton and Noss Parish Council Committees will draft ‘Terms of Reference’ for approval at the 
January Parish Council meeting. 

169/21 Local issues and reports 
a. To receive reports from the Environment Working Group (EWG) and any updates on the Water Quality 

Group (RYWQG). 
I. The report from the EWG had been circulated to the Parish Council. 

b. To receive an update from the Roads and Highways Working Group (RHWG). 
Cllr Thomas explained that a meeting had been held with the RHWG and Cllr Dan Thomas and Nick 
Colton (DCC Highways Officer) and apologised that the minutes had not yet been circulated to the 
Parish Council. 
I. Cllr Thomas had circulated a report on the Parish Lengthsman role prior to the meeting. Cllr 

Thomas explained that there were good examples at Slapton and Mary Tavy. The role had been 
discussed by the RHWG and would include clearing drains, ditches and clearing leaf fall but not 
include filling potholes. The costs were difficult to estimate but could be 2-3 days per month and in 
addition to the regular duties, there would be additional works which would be needed at times. 
Chapter 8 training would be a requirement but Devon County Council will only fund volunteers.  
It was resolved to agree the role of Parish Lengthsman (circulated prior to the meeting) and to 
advertise it and see what response the Parish Council gets. (Vote: Unanimous) 

II. The RHWG proposed that the Parish Council purchase additional posts for the Vehicle Activated 
Sign (VAS) so that it can be installed at different locations in the parish. A grant has been applied for 
from Devon and Cornwall Police who have indicated that a grant of £800 could be available. Cllr 
Hinchliffe stated that the exact location of these posts would need to be agreed by the Parish 
Council. 
It was resolved to agree to the RHWG applying for funding to buy and install five additional posts 
for the VAS. (Vote: Unanimous) 

III. Cllr Thomas explained that Cllr Watson has been in contact with Sergeant Ryan Canning to request 
a speed camera at the entrance to the villages. The reinstatement of a 20 mph speed limit in Noss 
Mayo was discussed. Cllr Tubb stated that he felt the whole of Newton and Noss should be 20 mph. 
Cllr Thomas explained that as Noss Mayo already had a 20 mph speed limit agreed, that could be 
reinstated but Newton Ferrers did not. Devon County Council are not considering new 20 mph 
areas until after the Newton Abbott trial. 
It was resolved for the Parish Council to support a request to Cllr Dan Thomas and Nick Colton that 
the 20 mph zone in Noss Mayo becomes enforceable which would require additional 20 mph 
repeater signs and the replacement of the 20 mph sign at the top of Stoke Road. (Vote: 
Unanimous) 
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Action: The Parish Clerk will write to Nick Colton and Cllr Dan Thomas to request the reinstatement 
of the 20 mph zone in Noss Mayo. 

IV. Cllr Thomas discussed the installation of ‘wig wags’ outside the primary school which are flashing 
lights which come on when children are arriving and leaving school. It was confirmed at the 
meeting with Cllr Dan Thomas and Highways Officer Nick Colton that the quickest way to get these 
installed is for the school to request them and include them in their Transport Plan. 
It was resolved to support the RHWG request that Newton Ferrers Primary School adds the 
requirement for ‘wig wags’ outside the school and the reduction of the speed limit to 20 mph in 
Newton Ferrers to their Transport Plan. (Vote: Unanimous) 
Action: Parish Clerk and Cllr Hinchliffe to meet with the head teacher at the primary school to make 
these requests. 

V. Cllr Thomas explained that other villages have secured funding from DCC Highways to pay for an 
annual road sweep in late autumn following annual leaf fall. This would be in addition to the Parish 
Lengthsman role.  
It was resolved to agree to support the RHWG looking into funding for an annual sweep of the 
roads. (Vote: Unanimous) 

VI. Cllr Thomas raised the issue of parking and traffic on Passage Road which can make it difficult for 
residents to drive to and from their properties. Additional signage is proposed to reduce visitor 
traffic looking for parking spaces and driving up and back with risk to pedestrians. This has been 
agreed with Nick Colton. 
It was resolved to agree to fund additional signage on Passage Road by the Tilly Institute indicating 
that there is no public parking along Passage Road at a cost of approximately £150. 

c. To receive an update on footpaths. 
Nothing to report. 

d. To receive an update on winter preparation in the Parish. 
Cllr Steggles explained that the Snow Warden had checked the grit bins and ordered one ton of salt for 
the villages. Bags of salt would also be kept at Bridgend and Cllr Carter requested some for Yealm 
Road. Cllr Steggles is looking at options for a grit bin at the bottom of Revelstoke Road. 
Action: Cllr Steggles and the Snow Warden to agree when the gritter will go out. 
Action: Cllr Steggles and the Snow Warden to list which roads will be gritted and they will take advice 
from Cllr Carter regarding the roads in Newton Ferrers. 
Action: Parish Clerk to include a note in the Parish Magazine about gritting in the villages. 

e. To receive an update on the proposed works at Butts Park play park and sports field. 
I. Cllr Tubb gave members an update on the proposed works at Butts Park after talking to the sports 

clubs and the local defibrillator coordinator. Cllr Tubb also met with Cllr Hardy and the Clerk to 
discuss proposals for the play park as two climbing frames and some benches will need to be 
removed due to age and wear. The following proposals are being investigated and quotes obtained: 

• Storage behind the Pavilion for the sports clubs to store equipment and a local architect is 
drawing up a plan to create storage by joining the Pavilion to the existing mower shed. 

• Netting to stop balls going into adjoining land where there are houses. 

• Replacement football goals and nets (grants are being investigated). 

• Defibrillator for the Pavilion 

• Replacement play equipment and benches 

• Questionnaire to ask residents (adults, primary and secondary age children) about the facilities 
at Butts Park including asking residents to vote on their favourite from three different play 
equipment options.  

Action: Parish Clerk to include the above in the draft budget. 

II. Following the planting of trees at the south-west corner of the playing field, a meeting was held 
with the Devon Air Ambulance Trust (DAAT). They confirmed that these were encroaching on the 
landing site and after a short closure, the site was opened with safety warnings in place so it could 
still be used. The DAAT representative and engineer’s preferred option is to leave the trees where 
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they are, take out the rugby post and move the small football goal slightly (a DAAT grant is available 
to contribute to the costs). The landing light can then be rotated and will give an improved landing 
site. The rugby goal is in a poor state of repair and options for re-siting it or buying a replacement 
will be discussed in the new year. 
It was resolved to agree to the rugby goal post on the sports field being removed to accommodate 
the Devon Air Ambulance Landing Site and the small football goal being moved seven metres 
towards the other goal by the hedge (re-siting the rugby post will be discussed in the new year). 

f. To receive verbal reports on the River Yealm Harbour Authority. 
Nothing to report. 

g. To receive verbal reports on the Village Halls. 
Cllr Adams reported that the Christmas lights switch on had been a huge success and the Parish Council 
wished to thank the WI Hall for the event. It was agreed to contact the Village Hall Committee to propose 
a point of contact with the Parish Council. 

h. To receive a written local police report from Sergeant Ryan Canning. 
None received. 

170/21 Finance 
a. To authorise the payments in the 9th December Payment Schedule circulated prior to the council 

meeting. 
It was resolved to authorise the payments in the 9th December Payment Schedule (Appendix 170/21a). 
(Vote: unanimous) 

b. To receive an update on the 2021-22 Budget Comparison to 30 November 2021. 
It was agreed that this would be deferred to the January Parish Council meeting. 

c. To review and agree the Annual Payments for 2022-23. 
It was resolved to agree the Annual Payments for 2022-23. (Vote: unanimous) 

d. To review the draft Budget for 2022-23 and the draft Contingency/Reserves Schedule for 2022-23. 
Action: The Budget and Finance Working Group will meet in January to discuss the draft Budget and draft 
Contingency/Reserves Schedule for 2022-23. These will then be ready for approval at the January Parish 
Council meeting. 

171/21 Forward planning 
To receive ideas from working groups and Councillors which could feed into a Three Year Parish Council 
Plan and discuss community consultation 
Councillors were keen to keep the public conveniences in the villages on the agenda for consideration and 
further investigation into costs and options. 
 

In committee 
172/21 To approve any quotes for work. 

 A quote for a new kayak rack to match the existing one on Noss Hard had been received.  
 It was resolved to approve and accept the quote for the new kayak rack which will be the same size as 
the existing one and sited to the left of it where the dinghies are currently stored at Noss Hard. (Vote: 
Unanimous) 
Action: Parish Clerk to include a note about the dinghy storage and new kayak rack on Noss Hard in the 
next issue of the Parish Magazine. 

173/21 To receive details of SHDC planning enforcement. 
 Nothing to report. 

174/21 To discuss the Clerk’s hours and pay scale. 
It was resolved to agree to the recommendation of the Employment Working Group to increase the Clerk’s 
hours as detailed in the report circulated. 
Action: A review of the salary range for the Clerk’s salary will take place in the new year. 
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176/21 Items for the next agenda 

To agree any items to be included on the agenda for January 2022. 
Clerk’s pay scale, budget update and the villages’ public conveniences. 

177/21 Close of Meeting 
The meeting was closed at 9.15 pm. 

DETAILS OF THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  
Parish Council Meeting Thursday 13th January 2021 at 7.00 pm in the WI Hall in Newton Ferrers. 
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Appendix: 163/21 

Actions and progress following 11th November 2021 Parish Council Meeting 

 Action Person 
responsible 

Progress 

1 Parish Clerk to send a copy of the Construction 
Management Plan template to the Architects, Stopher 
Design Partnership, Kingsbridge. 

Parish Clerk Parish Clerk has emailed a copy 
of the CMP to Stopher Design. 

2 Cllr Kevin Thomas to liaise with the architects, Agora, to 
resolve the CMP issues. (Willow Brook, Newton Ferrers) 

Cllr Kevin 
Thomas 

Cllr Thomas has liaised with 
Agora regarding the CMP. 

3 Cllr Kevin Thomas to liaise with the owners to resolve 
the CMP issues. (Hillside, Newton Hill) 

Cllr Kevin 
Thomas 

Cllr Thomas has liaised with the 
owners regarding the CMP. 

4 The Parish Clerk to include a reminder about CMPs in 
the next edition of the Parish Magazine. 

Parish Clerk A reminder was included in the 
last issue of the Parish 
Magazine. 

5 The Budget and Finance Working Group will meet to 
look at the 2021-22 budget and initial draft of next 
year’s budget. 

Parish Clerk, 
Cllr Adams, 
Cllr Carter, Cllr 
Hardy and Cllr 
Hinchliffe 

The Budget and Finance 
Working Group met on 23rd 
November. 
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Appendix 168/21 

Clerk’s Report – 9th December 2021 
1. Clerk’s support and training 

a. Catchup meeting/Paperwork and filing: Cllr Adams and Cllr Phillipson have sorted through two drawers of 

one filing cabinet to clear out paperwork that is no longer needed following the Parish Council policy for 

the retention of information which sets out the legal requirements for the retention of information. A 

second session will be planned followed by look at the information stored at The Reading Room. 

b. Training: N/A 

2. Financial matters 

a. Payments in since last PC meeting: £70.04 

b. Balance in Unity Trust Current Account: £72,232.10 

c. Balance in Unity Trust Savings Account: £25,239.24. 

d. Budget Working Group meeting – The Budget Working Group met on 23rd November and looked through 

each item on the budget comparing actual spend to date with variance against the budget and the proposed 

budget for 2022-23. At the time of this meeting, the proposed changes to the Clerk’s hours and pay scale 

had yet to be agreed. 

e. Statement of Internal Control – I have reviewed this document and it will be circulated before the meeting. 

Decision: Does the Parish Council agree and approve the Statement of Internal Control for the financial 
year 2021-22? 

f. Grants requested 

i) A grant request has been received from the Citizen’s Advice Bureau. 

Decision: Does the Parish Council agree to making a grant of £150 to Citizens Advice South Hams? 

ii) A grant has been requested has been received from the Newton and Noss Village Hall for a contribution 

towards their Christmas Tree. 

Decision: Does the Parish Council agree to making a contribution to Newton and Noss Village Hall of 
£50 towards the cost of their Christmas Tree? 

3. Maintenance 

i) Sports Pavilion/playing field 

i) I was notified by a resident that there was a water leak on the field at Butts Park by the gate to the 

play park. I notified South West Water and it was fixed within a few days. 

ii) The annual Fire Extinguisher safety check in the Pavilion will be carried out on 8th December. 

a. The Green/Dillon’s Green – Aran from Dartforest is arranging for the necessary permission from highways 

for the works to the Beech Trees to be carried out and has suggested January for the works. He recommends 

an Oak tree as a replacement which can be planted straight after the Beech is felled. There are smaller trees 

available but he recommends we put in a slightly bigger tree which is 4-5 metres tall. 

Decision: Does the Parish Council agree to purchasing a larger Standard Oak at a cost of £245 (plus VAT) 
including delivery, in order to replace the Beech tree once it is felled at Newton Green? 
Decision: Does the PC agree to investigating making use of the wood from the felled Beech tree either to 

have something made eg a bench and/or donating to local craftspeople? 

b. Commemorative plaque – I have reminded Andrew G about this. 

c. The Green Triangle – permission has been requested for the two signs placed there recently. 

d. Play parks annual maintenance 

i) Butts Park Play Park: I have chased up the replacement part to fix the gate at Butts Park and it should 

be delivered shortly. 

ii) Noss Play Park: Andrew G has fitted the matting under the end of the slide. 

iii) Hedge growth by resident’s parking – this has been trimmed. 

e. Noss Green – the hedge at the back of The Green will not be cut until further notice except the side by the 

small footpath. 

f. Noss Voss, Newton Voss and various steps – nothing to report. 
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g. Devon Air Ambulance Light – following the planting of trees at the bottom of the sport’s field by the 

Environmental Working Group, I arranged a site visit with Devon Air Ambulance Trust. It has been agreed 

that the new trees will be relocated to the opposite side of the field as they are encroaching on the landing 

site for the air ambulance. 

h. Public loos – I have contacted SHDC to ask if it is possible for the Parish Council to have the loos refurbished 

but I have not had a reply as yet. 

3. Administration 

a. Events 

i) No new event applications received. 

b. Parish Magazine 

The next deadline was Monday 6th December at 12pm  

c. Health and Safety – I have met with Jim Stowe from Ellis Whittam regarding our annual general risk 

assessment review and for a general discussion about the service we receive from the company. We worked 

through last year’s report and uploaded many of the documents required onto the WorkNest online portal. 

Once uploaded this notifies me when updates are due. The report and actions from this meeting should be 

available within the next few days and will be circulated. 

d. Correspondence 

I. Thank you from Philip Parry-Smith – Philip emailed to thank everyone for his leaving gift voucher and 

card. 

II. Collaton planning application update: 

• The Parish Council has received a total of 19 objections and 10 emails of support. 

• On the planning portal there are now 101 objections (including Yealmpton Parish Council) and 68 

in support with around 10 undecided (numbers obtained after a quick count). 

• We have also received an email about the Parish Council submitting their response before all 

resident’s comments had been uploaded/submitted to the planning portal. The resident expressed 

concern that we may not have taken all views into consideration. 

• Cheryl Stansbury has also confirmed that further comments can be submitted by anyone on the 

planning portal even though the deadline for submissions has passed (up to two days before 13th 

January). 

III. Website security – a parishioner emailed to express concern about our website and the SHDC planning 

portal being tagged 'not secure' by Microsoft when accessing them from her computer. As no personal 

information is input into the Parish Council website this is not an issue and will be resolved with the new 

website. I referred her to SHDC regarding the planning portal. 

IV. River works by R&M Utilities – further works will be taking place before Christmas and the company 

asked if they could put a facilities unit in the corner of the car park by the tennis courts while the work 

is carried out. They have agreed to pay £200 to the Parish Council. 

V. Residence Survey of Newton Ferrers – we have now received a copy of this survey after being asked for 

some information including the number of people on the electoral role (circulated). 

VI. Newton Ferrers CE Primary - The Regional Schools Commissioner has approved the change of age 

range at Newton Ferrers CE Primary School from 3–11 to 2–11 years of age with effect from 1st 

December 2021.  

VII. Tree leaning at dangerous angle – a parishioner has notified the Parish Council about a potentially 

dangerous tree at Broken Way. After some research and discussion with our previous Clerk, I 

understand that there is no known owner at the Land Registry. The PC asset register lists it as 

‘monitored but not owned by the Parish Council. The tree has been looked at by our Tree Warden. 

VIII. Social isolation – the South Hams Community and Voluntary Service (CVS) have contacted us to ask if 

there is an issue of social isolation in the Newton and Noss area and, if so, is there sufficient existing 

resource actively trying to address it…or  are there further efforts that can be made (and how they can 

assist).  
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IX. Jubilee events – different Parish Councils are organising a variety of events and commemorative items 

for the Jubilee. 

Decision: To discuss options for the Jubilee celebrations eg events and/or commemorative items? 
X. Vincent Touret Street Band – Mr Touret has contacted the Parish Council to ask about support for 

funding his Street Band and his work with the Primary School. 

Decision: Does the Parish Council agree to finding out more about Vincent Touret’s Street Band and 
his work with Newton Ferrers Primary School with a view to possible grant funding for his work with 
local children in next year’s budget? 

Kayak racks 

I have asked Andrew Goodchild to quote for a new kayak rack for Noss Hard which would go alongside the 

original one in the current dinghy spaces. I have not yet given notice to the dinghy owners using Noss Hard 

as we don’t currently know what the cost of a new kayak rack will be. 

Decision: Does the Parish Council approve the quote for the new kayak rack? 

e. Tree Warden 

I have informed the Secretary of the South Hams Tree Warden Network that Maria Christell is our new Tree 

Warden and she will talk to her about the role and what it entails. 

What a Tree Warden can do 

As a District Council we are hugely grateful for the important contributions our Tree Wardens make towards 

supporting the management of protected trees and ensuring that trees matter. They work hard to 

champion trees and woods, offer informal advice to residents, and highlight issues of national and local 

importance such as the current ash dieback threat. 

Tree Wardens often work with the Council's tree officers, parish councils and voluntary organisations. At a 
Parish Council level, this might include providing specific comments on protected tree applications. They 
can also help by directing residents to useful information, professional bodies or the District Council's tree 

specialists on matters of tree protection. 
  

What a Tree Warden cannot do 

Although the Tree Wardens have excellent levels of understanding, they are not a substitute for qualified 

arboriculturists. Tree Wardens are not covered by public indemnity insurance, which is important when 

discussing tree safety issues, or advising about trees which are suffering from diseases such as ash dieback. 

For that reason, we will always advise that residents are directed to a suitably qualified tree surgeon or 

arboricultural consultant. 

A Tree Warden is not the same as a Tree Officer - The Tree Officer is a position held by the Councils' 

employed Specialists. 

 

Tamerlaine Gambie 

Parish Clerk – December 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9th December 2021 

 Signed by Chairman: 16 

 

Appendix 170/21 

 


