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Annual Parish Meeting – Newton Ferrers and Noss Mayo 

Thursday 14th April 2022 at 6.00 pm Held at the WI Hall in Newton Ferrers 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF NEWTON AND NOSS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Present: Councillor Peter Hinchliffe, Councillor Caroline Adams, Councillor Rodney Carter,  
Councillor Catherine Gilbert, Councillor Paul Hardy, Councillor Mark Steggles, Councillor Tony Tubb and  

Tamerlaine Gambie (Parish Clerk). 

In addition, there were seven members of the public in attendance at the meeting in the hall. 

Chairman Councillor Peter Hinchliffe welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

1. Apologies for absence: Cllr Pete Durant, Cllr Chris Phillipson, Cllr Dan Thomas, Cllr Kevin Thomas 

2. Approval of the Minutes dated 12th March 2020: The minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting 

held on 12th March 2020 were approved. 

3. Annual report from the Parish Council Chairman Peter Hinchliffe 

Welcome everybody to the 2022 annual meeting.  I have the pleasure of delivering a report on the 
achievements of the Parish Council and on its aspirations for the future.   

Looking back over the past months, one of the most significant events was the departure of Shona after 12 
years of service as Clerk.  Shona and her family set off for a new life in Scotland and I hear that they are 
enjoying the new life very much.  We welcomed Tam as the new Clerk and all of us are impressed by the 
speed with which Tam has picked up the complex reins and by her enthusiasm for the role. 

Central Government allowed local councils a period during the Covid lockdowns when meetings could be 
conducted by video and we found that this created a situation where more Parishioners felt able to attend 
the meetings which was a welcome change.  However, in May the law changed and we were obliged to 
hold face-to-face meetings once again but we have so far continued to offer a Zoom invitation and several 
parishioners have taken advantage of this.  However, these numbers have started to fall off and unless 
there is a strong call for them to continue, I think these will come to an end.  As it happens due to ill health 
we have not been able to provide Zoom this evening. 

Around the villages you will have noticed new cycle racks and an additional kayak rack in Noss.  We have 
paid to keep the public toilets in Newton open and have made grants to local groups such as N&N Village 
Hall and toward the electrification of the Green so that the Christmas tree could be lit.  We have also made 
a donation to South Hams Citizens’ Advice Bureau.   

A great deal of work has been going on in the background on road safety – speed limits, parking and pot 
holes in particular.  These are all ongoing issues of which you will hear more later.  You will also hear more 
later about tree planting and re-wilding the verges – I hope that you have also looked at the display boards 
on this subject.  
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The proposal for a major development at Collaton has occupied our minds and we are very grateful for the 
number of people that attended the extraordinary PC meeting devoted to Collaton and the various 
consultation meetings and to those that have made submissions both against and in support on the South 
Hams Planning Portal.  All of these have given us a good steer on where the strength of feeling lies on both 
sides of the discussion.  The position adopted by the Parish Council in its latest submission to South Hams 
reflects the views that have been expressed to us and takes its starting point as the Neighbourhood Plan, 
which highlighted the need for affordable housing to sustain the vibrancy of the villages and ensure that 
our children can look forward to maintaining their connection with the villages.  We understand that the 
South Hams Planning Committee will consider the application in May and your PC will be represented.   

Thanks to Section 106 funds already allocated to Butts Park, we are looking forward to letting a contract 
for a new children’s play area shortly.  We will be consulting the local school children before the final design 
is decided upon. 

The Queen’s Jubilee is almost upon us and I know that there are various street parties and other events 
planned in the villages.  Whilst the PC has no intention to interfere in these plans it would be good to be 
advised informally of what people are planning where this has not already been done.  I am hoping to make 
more use of the Green for seating as a village hub and this may also be linked to the Jubilee. 

We have recently launched a new website which looks superb and is the ‘go to’ place for you to keep abreast 
of village issues and events. 

Looking to the future, the Parish Council is focused upon: 

• The sustainability of vibrant life in our villages, 

• Road safety in terms of speed, parking, potholes and encouraging alternative forms of transport to 
reduce car use, and 

• Improved amenities for all to enjoy. 

Please note that a vacancy on the Parish Council will be announced as soon as the statutory notice period 
has expired – we would welcome new blood and new ideas. 

I particularly want to thank Keith Baldry and Dan Thomas, our South Hams and Devon County Councillors, 
for all of the help and support they give us and especially to me as I find my feet as Chair. 

My personal thanks to my fellow Councillors, especially the Committee Chairs, and above all to Tam for her 
dedication and enthusiasm. 

4. Updates from: 

a. District Council Report: Cllr Keith Baldry and Cllr Dan Thomas 

District Councillors Dan Thomas and Keith Baldry Annual Report Newton and Noss Parish April 2022 
This is a joint report from both of us. 

During this year we made successful recommendations from the Sustainable Locality Fund for payments to 
Newton Ferrers band, Brookings Down Woods, Newton Ferrers Christmas lights. Our allocation for 2021-
22 was fully spent, but we expect to receive a further allocation this financial year. 

We have received many comments about the proposal for a housing development at Collaton Park. We 
have also had comments about a proposed Community Land Trust development at Parsonage Road.  Both 
applications are expected to be finalised within the next couple of months. 

It has taken many months, but we have managed to get a road sweeper to visit the villages. We are trying 
to ensure that this becomes a regular visit. 

The South Hams Council Tax for 2022-23 will be increased by £5 pa for a band D property.  The South Hams 
share of Council tax is less than 10% of the total Council tax bill.  The main elements are County Council and 
Police and Crime Commissioner.  

In March 2021 revised arrangements for refuse collection were introduced by FCC, the Council’s contractor.  
It is fair to say that some of the new rounds did not work well.  Garden waste collection was suspended 
from August 2021 until the end of last month.  Some areas of Newton and Noss are still not receiving the 
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full recycling collection as required in the contract. This includes a separate food waste collection. Legal and 
operational pressure is being applied to FCC.  

Keith Baldry  Dan Thomas   14 April 2022 
Cllr.keith.baldry@southhams.gov.uk.   
Cllr.Dan.Thomas@southhams.gov.uk     
 
b. County Council Report: Cllr Dan Thomas 

In Cllr Dan Thomas’ absence, Cllr Peter Hinchliffe shared the following report: 

• Covid – clearly, the last year has been very difficult for us all. It is great to be meeting in person again 
and I look forward to supporting the Parish, where possible, in ensuring it remains connected and 
resilient – one of the principal heads of the new County Corporate Strategy.  

• Vaccination Programme - I must praise the NHS Devon Clinical Commissioning Group for their sterling 
work, disseminating information on Covid vaccines as well as the excellent publicity campaigns that they 
ran. It is gratifying that so many arms were vaccinated and boosted in Devon as a direct result of their 
efforts. This month’s message around Spring Boosters is indicative of their keenness to keep the 
message going. 

• Finance. This year’s budget sees a significant amount of money pumped into adult care and health, with 
an extra investment of £29.6million. Children’s Services are also well supported with an extra 
£17.1million investment. It is unfortunate that this money will have to be paid primarily out of County 
reserves, as the money supplied by central government dwindles still further. As a direct result, the 
Council has had no alternative other than to raise Council Tax by 2.99% (£45.18 for a Band D property) 
towards meeting the shortfall. 

• Locality Budgets. I was very happy to support the Parish with a grant of £250 to Court Woodland and 
£500 for the power supply on The Green. It is regrettable that Councillor budgets are being reduced next 
year from £10 000 to £8 000 as part of the Council’s drive to cut costs. I will be able to support the Parish 
again next year, but clearly money will be tighter. 

• 20mph limits – much of my time as a County Councillor has been frustrating when it has come to 
requests for speeding reductions. I was therefore very happy to learn that the Newton Abbot trial had 
been dropped. County have now decided that Parishes can apply to be considered for 20mph zones and 
I was happy to support an application from this Parish.  

• Standing Advisory Committee for Religious Education. As well as my County responsibilities on the Public 
Rights of Way Committee and Dartmoor National Park Authority, I also sit on SACRE. I have attended a 
number of meetings this year where we have examined, amongst other topics, the Devon Agreed 
Syllabus and mechanisms for supporting teachers in the delivery of faiths other than Christianity. 

• Highways. As a local team, Nick Colton and I continue to respond to complaints and requests for help 
from individual parishioners regarding the state of the highway as well as the quarterly meetings we 
now attend with the Parish. We are very lucky to have Nick in this division and I am both grateful for, 
and salute, his proactivity. 

• Finally, I would say that I am always happy to be contacted via phone or email if I can assist in any way 
– I am enormously grateful to the people of Newton & Noss for their ongoing support. 

5. Tree planting in our Parish – identifying new sites in our Parish for tree planting by Cllr Paul Hardy  

Cllr Paul Hardy, as the lead for the Parish Council Climate Emergency and Biodiversity Committee (CEBC), 
spoke about preparing the villages for climate change. He described the threats to the tree population 
including ash dieback and sudden oak death.  

The CEBC is looking at places where more trees can be planted in the parish and drew people’s attention 
to the display boards showing the work of the committee. This included a map of the Butts Park sport’s 
field and proposed additional tree planting between the two areas already planted. Cllr Hardy spoke of the 
benefit of additional trees to the wider community and explained that trees had been planted in seven sites 
across the parish in the past year including oak, silver birch, blackthorn and hazel. The Woodland Trust had 
supplied the ‘woodland pack’ but other options are available. In addition, the CEBC has set up a micro-tree 
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nursery and it is hoped this will produce trees ready to plant in around five years’ time. Cllr Hardy also 
explained that the Yealm Estuary Management Group would like trees for their projects. 

There was a discussion between Councillors and parishioners about where additional trees should be 
planted. Some felt strongly that the sport’s field at Butts Park was not the right location. Parishioners 
suggested other options including donating trees to the community to plant in their own gardens and also 
planting more trees in existing woodlands. The parishioners in attendance were asked if they were in favour 
of additional planting at the bottom of Butts Park (Voted 3 for, 3 against and 1 abstention). 

6. Dementia awareness – a talk by Maxine Kennedy, Project Coordinator for Dementia Friendly Parishes 
around the Yealm (DFPY) 

What is a dementia friendly community? 

• One that recognises the great diversity of individuals living with dementia and their carers 

• Promotes their inclusion in all areas of community life 

• Respects their decisions and lifestyle choices 

• Anticipates and responds flexibly to their dementia related needs and preferences 

Why is being dementia friendly important in the parishes of Newton and Noss? 

• We have an aging population 

• Community is about ALL people, not just those who are able 

• We have difficult transport links 

• It lets people know its ok to have dementia  

• Helping people to remain part of their community for as long as possible 

• We are creating a great place to live! 

Things that make a difference 

• Including people with dementia in your village plans at every level 

• Ensuring that all the groups you attend are inclusive  

• Community awareness sessions  

• Dementia friendly public buildings - checklist 

• Seeking advice if you are concerned about someone 

• Local businesses working together  

• Offering a lift to someone  

• Calling to remind a person that a group or event is on 

• Saving a seat for someone 

• Checking in on a neighbour 

Maxine explained that DFPY is currently supporting 11 families within the Parish of Newton and Noss and 
she is able to offer community awareness sessions. The dementia friendly checklist can be used to make 
public buildings more accessible and includes simple changes such as printing signs on yellow paper. 

7. Roads and Highways – 20 mph speed limits and out of village parking options by Cllr Kevin Thomas 

In Cllr Kevin Thomas’ absence, Cllr Peter Hinchliffe shared the following report: 

20mph Speed Limits: The roads within Newton and Noss are typical narrow South Hams roads without 
pavements or verges and in particular the main roads (Parsonage Road, Court Road, Bridgend Hill, Stoke 
Road and Revelstoke Road) have frequent pedestrians as there are no alternative footpaths. Cars, vans and 
even cyclists frequently drive along these roads at or over 30 mph passing adults, school children and dogs 
at very close range. It is a case of ‘not if, but when’ an accident will happen and at 30 mph or more then a 
pedestrian versus vehicle accident will be serious compared with an accident at 20 mph. 
Devon CC have finally agreed that Towns and Villages within Devon can apply for 20 mph zones and we 
have requested a zone starting in Newton on Parsonage Road just before Peters Field / De Ferrers Drive 
extending across Newton & Noss to include Bridgend and including the existing 20 mph zone in Noss. An 
additional 20 mph zone in Membland has also been requested. 

Recognising that it may take a while before Devon CC implements this, the Parish Council is: 
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• Asking Devon CC to replace the 20 mph Sign and Road marking outside the Cruach on Stoke Road (as 
you come into the village from Stoke). For info - the sign was knocked down and not replaced 2 years 
ago and the road marking was covered when Stoke Road was resurfaced last Autumn. 

• Erecting 20 mph signs similar to those in Ermington and Modbury - these could be a "20 mph repeater" 
or a "20's Plenty " sign. 
o Asking Residents on Stoke Road and Revelstoke Road if they would contribute to and have outside 

their house a sign. 
o Reviewing the overall cost to erecting "20's plenty" signs elsewhere in Newton and Noss. 

Car Parking: The pressures on our community from the number of cars, both residents and visitors, leads 
us back onto the subject of parking and where could additional parking areas be created. 

The Roads and Highways Committee is looking at options and would welcome any suggestions where a 
parking area could be created. Ideally this should be on the approach to Newton Ferrers so as to minimise 
bringing traffic into the Villages. 

Kevin Thomas, Lead for Roads and Highways 

A discussion took place with Councillors and parishioners about the starting points for the 20 mph zones. It 
was suggested that the 20 mph zone should start before the Butts Park houses on entering the village (at 
the sign for Newton Ferrers) and at the sign for Noss as you enter the village. A parishioner expressed thanks 
to the Parish Council for taking this issue on. 

8. Newton and Noss Neighbourhood Plan – an introduction by Chris Phillipson to the review due to start in 

the Autumn 2022 

In Cllr Chris Phillipson’s absence, Cllr Caroline Adams shared the following report: 

Introduction 
Our Neighbourhood Plan forms part of the Planning legislation in England and Wales and will be in 
operation until 2034 

The planning system is designed to be applied by local government, and is informed by 3 main bodies of 
legislation 
1. The National Planning Policy Framework, which sets out the national standards for building. 
2. The Local Plan (in our case the Joint Local Plan for Plymouth and South West Devon) which focuses on 
strategic planning and protection for the area.  
3. Parish or Town Councils, Neighbourhood Plans. 

The main aim of a Neighbourhood Plan is to add local detail and direction to the Joint Local Plan and 
National Policy.  

Newton and Noss 
In 2018 the Parish voted overwhelmingly for the Neighbourhood Plan which has proved invaluable in 
providing a framework for decisions to be taken by the Local Planning Authority, which reflect the wishes 
of the majority of Parishioners.   It is due for review in 2023. 

In developing the Plan, parishioners were consulted about what is important to them, and so the plan 
reflects the views of our community, which aims to foster a healthy, sustainable and prosperous future for 
our parish by encouraging appropriate housing and business development to address local needs, whilst 
protecting and enhancing our heritage and the natural environment.  

The plan follows a simple structure and sets out the community's aspirations and objectives and the 
planning policies to achieve them.  

The review 
In order to make sure the Neighbourhood Plan continues to be relevant it is important that it is reviewed 
at least every 5 years. So, to prepare for our review in 2023, we will need to assess: 

• What has changed in the past 5 years? 
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• Are the policies still relevant? 

• How do they sit alongside the more recently adopted Joint Local Plan? 

• What have we learnt about how the policies are implemented? 

• How can we improve the Neighbourhood Plan to meet the challenges faced by our community now? 

In order to do this in the Autumn, we plan to start a wide-ranging consultation process and to attract 
Volunteers for the Working Groups to look at the detail and propose amendments and changes where 
necessary. 

The key areas are likely to be: Housing, Environment, Development, Heritage and Conservation, Health and 
Wellbeing, Infrastructure and Business 

The key to success is having lots of people involved – the more the merrier – as many hands make light 
work! 

Fortunately, we are blessed with lots of people who care passionately about the sustainability of both our 
communities and our environment – so it’s time to start 'rallying the troops'  

9. Open Forum 

Discussion and questions from Parishioners on any issues of interest 
No further questions or issues raised. 
 
The meeting closed at 7.05 pm 


